
Description:   Black   hair.   Dark   brown   eyes.   Five   feet  
three  inches.  Medium  complexion.  Asian  American  girl.
That’s  me.  Me  plus  hundreds  of  my  peers.

that  I  wasn’t  just  one  of  
the   many   girls   with  
black   hair,   dark  
brown  eyes,  and  the  
propensity   to  use   the  
word,   “like,”   at   least  
once   in   each   sentence.  
At  the  same  time,  I  knew  
there  were  limitations  as  
to  how  far  I  was  allowed  
to   stand   out.   Basically,  
this   just   means   that  

thresholds   in   the   spec-
trum   of   social   accep-
tance  in  school.       

was   the   invisible  boundary  
between  mediocrity  and  indi-
vidualism.  The  second  thresh-
old   was   the   lining   between  
individualism  and  strangeness.  
Obviously,  if  this  theory  were  
true,   we   would   all   strive   to  

fall  in  the  middle  third  of  this  line  of  acceptance.  I  hardly  
think   that  anyone  would  want   to  be  called  boring,  much  

setting  all  these  rules  and  obstacles  for  myself  just  ended  
up  in  me  tripping  over  myself.  These  limitations  were  so  
suffocating.
This  philosophy  had  me  balancing  on  a  tight  rope,  con-

stantly  teetering  from  side  to  side  and  in  danger  of  falling.  
That  lasted  about  a  couple  months  during  freshman  year.  
I’ve  long  fallen  from  that  rope,  and  what  I  realized  after-
wards  was  that  messing  up  on  something  doesn’t  always  
mean  that  it  is  wrong.  It  may  be  cliché  to  say  that  it’s  okay  
to  fall  down  as  long  as  you  get  back  up,  but  there  is  a  cer-
tain  element  of  truth  in  this.

Four  years  of  high  school  and  it  feels  like  all  I’ve  been  
doing  is  making  mistakes,  but  thinking  back,  I  suppose  al-
lowing  myself  to  test  my  own  limits  is  the  thing  that  has  

And  the  next  step  is  acceptance.  I’ve  learned  that  I’m  
not  going  to  be  the  cheerleader,  the  lead  musician,  the  class  

there’s  really  nothing  wrong  with  that  because  I  have  test-

ed  the  waters  myself.  
In  my  mind,   there   really   are   no   lingering   “what   ifs,”  

mostly  because  I’ve  let  myself  make  these  mistakes.  It  can  
be  embarrassing  to  trip  and  fall,  and  mostly,  because  peo-
ple  will  see  you  make  mistakes,  but  I  learned  that  accept-
ing  and  forgiving  myself  for  making  a  mistake  is  the  same  
as  moving  on,  moving  forward,  so  that  what  has  happened  
has   happened,  what   has   happened   has   taught  me   some-
thing,  what  has  happened  is  a  part  of  me.
    There  is  nothing  wrong  with  being  who  you  are,  be  it  

generic,  outlandish,  eccentric,  as  long  as  you  are  okay  with  
who  you  are.
  We’re  our  own  worst  critics,  and  that’s  okay  too.  My  

entire  high  school  career  is  speckled  with  awkward  silenc-
es  and  embarrassing  moments;;  reminiscing  still  makes  me  
blush,  but  as  I  slap  my  head  asking  myself  why  I  had  ever  

things.
Sometimes,  I  do  still  wonder,  but  as  I  do,  I’m  able  to  

look  back,  laugh  and  forgive  myself  for  doing  something  
stupid,  and  simply  accepting  the  lack  of  reasoning  behind  
it.  
That’s  when  you  know  you’ve  moved  on.  That’s  how  

I  know  when  I’ve  accepted  my  blunders,  mistakes,  screw  
ups  galore  and  let  myself  just  grow  from  the  experience.

My   favorite   book   is   “The  
Giver,”   by   Lois   Lowry.  
Jonas’s   “perfect”,   color-

less   world   where   nobody   has   any  
memories  seems  like  a  perfect  depic-
tion  of  how  many  students,  including  
myself,  went  through  high  school.

City  High  School  I  had  my  four  years  
planned  out  to  a  tee,  in  an  effort  to  get  
into  my  dream  school.  I  thought  that  
with  all  of  my  abilities,  I’d  be  able  to  
get   into  every  AP  and  Honors  class  
I   tried  out  for,  and  every   leadership  
position  I  wanted.  It  was  a  foolproof  
plan—and  I  was  sorely  disappointed  
every   time   another   part   of  my  me-
ticulously   constructed   formula   for  

High   school   doesn’t   have   to   be  
an  empty  road  of  extracurricular  ac-
tivities   and   straight  A’s.   Sometimes  
it  seems  like  people  are  so  eager  to  
leave   high   school   that   they   only  
concentrate  on  their  main  goal  of  
getting   into  college   rather   than  
focusing   on   making   colorful  
memories  in  the  process.          
But   for   me,   it   doesn’t  

matter   that   I   got   so   many  
B’s,   was   in   (gasp!)   regular  

English  my  sophomore  year,  or  that  
-

thing  turned  out  alright  and  I  still  get  
to  be  the  Bruin  I’ve  always  dreamed  
of.  Even  if  I  didn’t  get  into  my  dream  
school,  well,  c’est  la  vie.  

-
rience   high   school.  As   I   prepare   to  
leave  what  has  been  my  home  for  the  
last  four  years,  it  doesn’t  really  mat-
ter  to  me  that  I’m  not  in  the  top  ten  
or  that  I  didn’t  earn  numerous  pres-
tigious  awards  at  the  end  of  the  year.  
What   matters   to   me   is   the   time  

spent  laughing  until  I  nearly  peed  my  
pants  with  those  closest  to  me,  traips-
ing  through  the  wonderful  streets  of  
Spain,   the   study   sessions   that   were  
actually   fun   yet   somewhat   produc-
tive,   and   all   the   failed   attempts   at  
trying   to   learn   the   ‘Abracadabra’  

dance   during   Thursday   night   band  
rehearsals.  And  while   people  won’t  
know  me  as  someone  who  earned  a  
Go   Physics   bar,   the   fact   that   I   can  
make   my   closest   friends   laugh   be-
cause   I  waddle   instead  of  walk  and  
incorporate  (and  sometimes  misuse)  
SAT   words   into   my   vernacular   is  
good  enough  for  me.
            I   think   it  must  have  been  pretty  
amazing   for   a   young   adult   like   Jo-

time   in  his  bland  and  colorless   life.  
Even   though  he  also   received  pain-
ful  memories,  the  happy  ones  he  had  
were  so  powerful  he  was  willing   to  

them.  Entering  high  school  was  like  
that;;  a  blast  of  new  experiences  I  had  
never   before   been   able   to   appreci-
ate  or  even  comprehend.  Each  good  
memory  that  I  got  to  keep  and  make  
is   stacked  up   carefully   in  my  head,  
a  plethora  of  precious  little  stories  I  
wrote  with   the   people  who  matter  
the  most  to  me.  

Think   of   high   school   be-
ing   like   a   beautiful   rainbow   of  
memories;;   and   remember,   the  
formula  for  a  rainbow  consists  
of  rain,  the  colors  red,  orange,  
yellow,   green,   blue,   purple,  
and  SUNSHINE!
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By  Elaine  Wu
Graduating  Senior

Wu looks back on high school, 
memories that mean the most

COMIC/ Erica  Lee

Entertainment:   Kate   Miller-Heidke’s   name   was   mis-
spelled  in  the  article  “Ben  Folds  and  a  Piano  brings  har-
mony.”

FOR THE RECORD

By  Michelle  Shen
Graduating  Senior
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“There  really  are  no  lingering  ‘what  ifs,’  
mostly  because  I’ve  let  myself  make  these  
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As  I  stand  in  the  Arcadia  Pavilions  checkout  line,  a  cold  Gatorade  sweats  in  
my  hand.  My  feet  ache,  my  head  spins,  and  my  knees  nearly  buckle.  I  almost  
snap  off  the  Gatorade  cap.  I  sprint  over  to  the  self  checkout  stands  and,  faster  
than  Tyson  Gay  beating  Usain  Bolt,  I  pay  for  my  Gatorade.  Chilled  sweetness  
rewards  my  parched  throat.

-
tomers.  Besides  saving  my  life,  it  eliminates  waiting  in  ludicrous  lines,  reduces  
stress  for  employees,  and  provides  a  fun  alternative  to  traditional  checkout.  
The  self  checkout  stands  resemble  a  cross  between  a  Coinstar  machine  and  an  

of  items.  Now  I  don’t  need  to  suffer  behind  the  lady  with  an  avalanche  of  grocer-
ies  in  her  cart.  These  stands  put  me  in  control  of  my  checkout.
Pavilions  has  eight  self  checkout  stands.  I  don’t  foresee  line  buildups,  except  

for  holiday  buying  frenzies.  While  I  was  dying  in  line  for  my  Gatorade,  I  thought  
of  how  I  could  scan  and  bag  groceries  faster  than  the  paid  employees.  As  cus-
tomers  become  used  to  self  checkout,  checkout  times  will  probably  decrease.
With  respect  to  fellow  grocery  shoppers,  we  do  annoy  employees  sometimes.  

have  cut  the  lines  because  I  was  impatient.  Hit  the  self  checkout  speedway  so  
that  the  employees  can  enjoy  a  more  relaxed  shift.  
“The  employees  really  like  them  [the  self  checkout  stands],”  one  store  em-

ployee  said.  “We  can  get  a  snack  or  lunch,  and  enjoy  our  breaks  without  waiting  
in  line  behind  customers.”  

effective  interaction.  Younger  generations  are  becoming  used  to  touch  screens.  
Why  not  install  touch  screens  on  a  checkout  stand?  And  I  enjoy  scanning  items,  
especially  when  I  have  to  search  for  the  barcode;;  it’s  like  a  little  game  for  me  to  
see  how  many  items  I  can  scan  before  hitting  a  dud—better  than  standing  in  line  
and  only  swiping  a  lousy  credit  card.

Pavilions  lessens lines
By  Bram  Vargas

Staff  Writer

The   Islamic   religion   embodies   the  
terror   of   the   9/11   attacks.   The   re-
ligion   serves   as   a   reminder   of   the  

terrorists   responsible   for   the   death   of   so  
many   Americans.   Were   these   statements  
extremely   offensive   and   discriminatory?  
Yes.  Do  they  make  me  sound  like  a  bigot?  
Absolutely.  But  does  this  stop  the  inunda-
tion  of  hate  spawned  by  the  Ground  Zero  
Mosque  protesters?  Apparently  not.    
Controversy   overwhelmed   our   nation  

when  real  estate  company  Soho  Properties  
announced  in  May  that  an  Islamic  commu-
nity  center  and  mosque  would  be  built  two  
blocks  away  from  Ground  Zero,  the  site  of  

Around  the  site,  hundreds  of  protestors  ral-
ly  against  the  mosque’s  construction.
The   protesters   argue   that   the   mosque  

would   serve,   as   an   anonymous  Tea   Party  
-

tive  tribute  to  the  “worship  of  the  terrorists’  
monkey-god.”  Even  former  vice  presiden-
tial   candidate   Sarah   Palin   describes   the  
project   as   “an   unnecessary   provocation”  
which  “stabs  hearts.”  All  this  leaves  one  to  
wonder  whether   the  protesters’  objections  
are  anti-terrorist  or  simply  anti-Muslim.  

in  the  protesters’  argument.  Why  does  the  
Islamic   faith   serve   as   a   symbol   of   terror-

ism?  Granted,  Muslim  extremists  launches  
the  9/11  attacks,  but  should  the  actions  of  

The  Qur’an   does   not   call   for   the   violent,  
radical  actions  Bin  Laden  operatives  dem-
onstrated.
A  mosque  is  simply  a  place  of  gathering  

for  Muslims.  It  is  no  more  a  symbol  of  ter-
rorism  than  a  church  or    synagogue.  Chris-
tianity   has   also  yielded   extreme  branches  
which   committed   heinous   atrocities.   Na-
zism  was  an  extreme  form  of  Christianity  
which  claimed  Jesus  was  Aryan,   and   that  
Jews  supposedly  stole   the   religion.  So  do  
churches  around  the  world  symbolize  vio-
lence  and  intolerance?  
According  to  the  protesters’  logic,  any-

thing   related   to   Islam   would   be   a   pain-
ful   reminder   of   the   9/11   attacks.   So   if   a  
Muslim  man  were   to     walk   in   the   streets  
around  Ground  Zero,   should  he  be   sensi-
tive  enough  to  not  look  Muslim  and  spare  
the  fragile  hearts  of  Americans?
Some  claim  that   the  mosque   is  a  sym-

bol  of  terrorism’s  triumph  in  America.  But  
I  see  it  as  more  of  a  symbol  of  the  triumph  
of   the  American   spirit.   Our   country   was  
founded  on  the  basis  of  freedom,  whether  
it  is  freedom  of  speech  or  freedom  of  reli-
gion.  The  fact  that  our  country  stands  true  
to  these  beliefs  even  in  the  face  of  calam-
ity  demonstrates  the  tenacity  of  our  ideals.  
The   building   of   this   mosque   would   be   a  

a  triumph  of  America’s  indomitable  spirit.    
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 Ground Zero Mosque stirs up heated  9/11 controversy
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The  heated  debate  over  the  Ground  Zero  
Mosque  has  been  the  subject  of  great  atten-
tion  for  the  last  few  months.
The   Park51   project   involves   the   cre-

ation  of   a  $100  million,  13-story  nonsec-
tarian   community,   cultural,   and   interfaith  
spiritual  center  that  will  house  the  mosque.  
It  is  to  be  built  two  blocks  away  from  the  
Ground   Zero   site   at   49-51   Park   Place   in  
the  Lower  Manhattan  district  of  New  York  
City.
Opposing   sides   have   been   arguing  

over   its   proposed   creation.  Advocates   of  
the   project   claim   that   the   mosque’s   con-
struction  would   help   promote   democracy  
and   a   peaceful   coexistence   between   non-
Muslims   and   Muslims.   Those   opposing  
the  mosque  have  many  objections,  primar-
ily  that  it  would  be  offensive  to  the  victims  
and  families  of  victims  of  the  9/11  attacks.
The   real   problem   is   not   whether   the  

center   should   be   built,   but   its   location.  
There  is  no  doubt  that  Muslims  have  their  

American  to  practice  their  religion  in  their  
house   of   worship.   However,   it   would   be  
unwise  to    build  an  Islamic  religious  center  
so   close   to  Ground  Zero.  This   is   in   con-

-
sensitive   and  disrespectful   for   a   religious  
center   that   is   of   the   same   religion   as   the  

Islamic   extremists   that   attacked   the   U.S.  
during  the  9/11  attacks  to  be  built  close  to  
the  Ground  Zero  site.
Muslims   in   America   face   prejudice,  

racism,   and   hatred,   which   have   been   in-

mosque.  A  recent  poll  by   the  Washington  
Post  reports  that  49  percent  of  Americans  
have   an   unfavorable   view   of   the   Islamic  
faith.  The   last   thing   that  Muslims   should  
want  is  for  others  to  get  riled  up  over  their  
religion,  especially  now  with  the  ongoing  
debates.  The  proposed  creation  of  the  cen-
ter  is  causing  those  arguments.
If   the   center   were   to   be   built   some-

where   else,   it  would   show   the  world   that  

show  respect,  and  gain  the  acceptance  and  
tolerance  they  deserve.  In  my  opinion,  that  
would   be   a  much  more   effective   demon-
stration.
With   all   the   debate   over   the   Ground  

Zero  Mosque,  it  is  easy  to  get  lost  amidst  
all   the   intense  arguments.   I  say,  go  ahead  
and  build   the  mosque.  An  interfaith  com-
munity  center  housing  a  mosque  would  be  

that  we  accept  all  faiths  no  matter  what  has  
happened   in   the   past.   However,   creating  
the   center   in   another   location   away   from  
Ground  Zero  would  be  more  ideal  for  fos-
tering   the   idea   of   acceptance   and   respect  
for   all   people.  That  would   be   a   true   step  
forward  not  only  for  Islam,  but  for  equality  
around  the  world.

By  Benjamin  Chan

Exchange  Editor
By  Humphrey  Lin

Focus  Editor

By  Vicki  Chang

Editor-in-Chief
On  the  cool  and  misty  morning  of  Wednes-

the  hustle  and  bustle  of  various  students  is  vis-
ible   throughout   the  quad  as   they   impatiently  
wait  in  line  to  retrieve  their  new  schedules  for  
the  school  year.  As  I  received  my  schedule  for  
senior  year,  I  quickly  scanned  over  it,  antici-
pating  a  sense  of  satisfaction  at  obtaining  my  
desired   classes.  All   my   classes   were   as   ex-
pected,  that  is,  all  except  for  one.  A  dark  cloud  
of  shock  and  utter  disbelief  hovered  over  me  
as  I  frantically  racked  my  brain  as  to  what  was  
happening.   An   entire   week   of   my   precious  
summertime  was  taken  away  due  to  the  enor-
mous  heap  of  summer  work  I  had  to  complete.  
Where  was  my  AP  Microeconomics  class,  and  
could  there  have  been  a  mistake?
As  it  turns  out,  that  particular  AP  class  was  

I  was  already  scheduled  for  ASB  leadership,  
and   there   was   absolutely   no   way   for   my  
schedule  to  be  moved  around.  I  immediately  
experienced  an  intense  rush  of  disappointment  

feeling  quite  frustrated  at  the  very  fact  that  I  
was  unable  to  take  the  class  I  very  much  an-

My   senior   year  was   supposed   to   be   perfect,  
with  the  perfect  schedule,  perfect  classes,  and  

perfect  plans  for  the  future,  but  now  this  little  
glitch   has   caused   a   huge   problem.   Having  

-
out  my  entire  four  years  at  Temple  City  High,  
I  questioned  the  method  in  which  the  school  
designed  the  master  schedule  and  exactly  how  

fact  that  I  was  not  alone  when  it  came  to  suf-
fering  from  the  severe  case  of  schedulosis.
After   meeting   with   Principal   Ms.   Mary  

Jo   Fosselman   King,  Assistant   Principal   Mr.  
Kevin   Herrington,   and   a   few   counselors,   I  
discovered  that  the  master  schedule,  or  order  
of  classes,  is  actually  computer  generated,  re-
leased  by  the  department  chair,  and  formatted  

may  seem  as  if  this  system  is  ineffective,  the  
-

es  in  a  way  that  results  in  the  fewest  schedule  
-

age  representing   the  students  who  were  sup-
posedly  unaffected  by  any  major  schedule  is-

students  had  to  make  such  a  decision  as  giving  
up  a  sport  or  an  AP  or  honors  class.
Although   -
pen,  the  best  way  to  avoid  any  serious  issues  

backup  plan  in  case  schedulosis  strikes  again.
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I’ve  always  taken  pride  in  my  years  of  
public  school  education:  it’s  free  and  full  of  
equal  opportunity.  Or  so  I  thought.
The   California   Constitution   states   that  

public  schools  cannot  require  fees  for  cur-
ricular  and  extra-curricular  activities.  The  
American  Civil  Liberties  Union,  or  ACLU,  
launched  an  investigation  in  September  on  
the  matter  of  whether   the  California  pub-

lawsuit   against   50   school   districts   on   be-
half  of  two  students  on  the  basis  that  their  
schools  required  fees.  Arcadia  High  School  
is   listed   on  ACLU’s  website   as   requiring  
fees  for  art  and  music  courses.  
I   understand   that   public   schools   face  

cuts   to   staff   as  well   as   individual   depart-
ments,   but   forcing   students   to   hand   over  
money   for   their   fundamental   education   is  
just   too                  much   to     ask  for,  and   to  me,   it’s  
un-American.   I   know   that   schools   need  
money   for   instruments,   sports   equipment,  
and  computers,  but  it  shouldn’t  be  obliga-
tory   for   students   and   parents   to   carry   the  
burden  of   the  government’s   faulty  spend-
ing  habits.  
Too   many   families   barely   make   ends  

meet;;   required   fees   are   like   a   punch   in  
the  gut   to  someone  who  is  already  on  the  
ground.   The  word   “donations”   should   be  
used   when   regarding   school   fees.   One  

would   think   that   the   government   would  
step  in  to  stop  this  illegal  practice  and  pro-
vide  the  necessary  materials  for  students  in  
order  to  set  them  up  for  success.

-
ment,  I  enrolled  in  Art  1  last  year.  Within  

for  materials.  If  I  didn’t,  it  would  negative-
ly   affect  my  grade,   and   to   throw   in  more  
fear,   I   wouldn’t   be   able   to   graduate   high  
school.  Of  course,  I  paid  the  fee  and  at  the  
end  of  the  year  and  resentfully  left  the  class  
with  an  almost  unused  sketchbook,  feeling  
like  I  paid  for  more  than  I  used.
I  don’t  mean   to   seem  overly   sensitive,  

but   attaching   the   word   “requirement”  
makes  me  feel  like  I’m  being  cornered  into  
paying  for  something  that  I  should  be  get-
ting  for  free.  The  use  of  more  fundraising  
for   departments   would   ease   pressure   on  
students  who  feel  that  their  grade  or  gradu-
ation  depends  on  a  fee.  
The  gubernatorial  election  will  be  held  

on  Nov.  2  with  candidates  Jerry  Brown  and  
Meg  Whitman   taking  different  stances  on  
the  state’s  educational  budget.  Though  you  
might  not  be  of  voting  age,  it’s  important  to  
learn   their  views  on  public  school  budget  
cuts.  After  all,  public  schooling  is  a  right,  
not  a  privilege.

Albert   Greenwood   Brown,   child  
rapist   and   murderer,   was   set   to  

in  California,  but   the  court  postponed  his  
death  until  a  federal  judge  reviews  the  le-
thal  injection    issue  and  U.S.  District  Judge  
Jeremy   Fogel   examines   California’s   new  
execution   laws.   Through   all   the   contro-
versy   about   reinstating   the   death   penalty,  

opponents.  
The  California  Supreme  Court  removed  

the  death  penalty  in  February  2006  because  
Fogel  found  the  execution  rooms  too  small,  
the  personnel  poorly  trained,  and  the  drug  
injections  too  painful,  all  violations  of  the  
Eighth  Amendment,  which  prohibits  cruel  
and  unusual  punishment.
Initially,  I  thought  I  was  pro-death  pen-

alty.   After   all,   no   one   would   miss   these  
criminals,  and  prisons  are  overcrowded  as  
it  is.  Death  row  inmates  are  just  taking  up  
space,  and  they  deserve  to  die.  I  felt  that  it  
was  a  waste  to  make  the  setting  more  com-
fortable  for  those  on  death  row.
Yet  I  questioned  myself  regarding  how  

-
alty.  I  came  to  a  rather  startling  conclusion:  
there   are   none.   We   often   hear   that   two  
wrongs  don’t  make  a  right,  so  why  would  
two  deaths?  Killing  a  killer  would  do  noth-
ing  but  create  a  long  series  of  deaths,  with  
our  government  killing  the  murderers.  The  

otherwise,  what  good  is  there  in  death  after  

death?  
The  state  revamped  its  execution  rooms  

so   they   are   bigger,   brighter,   and   better  
equipped,  but  these  changes  do  not  make  it  
acceptable  to  kill  a  person.  An  execution  is  
still  wrong,  even  with  all  the  false  comfort  
the  surroundings  provide.  
An   image   of   a   line   of   people   getting  

ready   to   die   is   utterly  morbid,   but   that   is  
what  death  row  really  is.  As  humans,  I  think  
we  derive  some  sick  pleasure  in  other  peo-
ple’s  pain,  but  our  society  has  also  evolved  

humane  method  of  punishment.
Death   sentence   advocates   say   that   we  

are  within   our   rights   to   protect   the   inno-
cent,  but  we  can  do   that  without  drug   in-
jections  and  gas  chambers.  
Life  without  parole  means  a  life  in  pris-

on  until  death.  While  death  is  still  the  ulti-
mate  consequence,  it  should  not  be  forced.  
Besides,  spending  a   lifetime  in   jail  seems  
like   a   worse   punishment   than   just   dying  
and   forgetting   about   past   crimes.   Life   in  
prison   is   real   punishment,   while   death   is  
almost  a  pardon.  Criminals  have  commit-
ted  crimes  and  must  pay  their  due.    
Despite  my  misgivings  about  the  death  sen-
tence,  I  do  not  think  that  it  should  be  taken  
out  entirely.  It  should  be  an  option  that  the  
convicted  can  choose.  If  they  choose  death  
over  prison,   they  will  not  need   to  appeal,  
making  the  process  shorter  and  more  cost-

pick  death,  therefore  elminating  the  possi-
bility  of  executing  the  wrongfully  convict-
ed,   and   serving   a   life   sentence  would   al-
low  them  to  try  and  prove  their  innocence  
in  court.  Perhaps  this  way,  as  a  society,  we  
will   take   a   step   forward   toward   compas-
sion  and  one  away  from  cruelty.
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Rethinking  executions

School fees un-American

CARTOON/  Hugo  Wong  &  Jason  Wu

By  Vicki  Chang

Editor-in-Chief

ASB.  The  Associated  Student  Body.  What  comes  to  mind  when  you  think  of  this  
group?  Some  students  may  think  of  the  members  as  party  animals  who  are  popular  
all  throughout  campus,  while  others  may  see  ASB  as  a  group  of  elitist  Oxford  prigs  
who  rule  the  school.  Many  may  believe  that  the  only  thing  they  do  is  make  heaps  of  
useless  posters,  killing  millions  of  trees.  Let  me  just  say  now  that  this  is  a  terrible,  
terrible  misconception.

loud  and  irresponsible  group  of  students  who  couldn’t  care  less  about  the  needs  of  the  
student  body  and  even  more,  what  is  best  for  our  school.  Little  did  I  know  just  how  
entirely  wrong  I  was  for  thinking  so.  
ASB  Leadership  is  a  student-run  government  that  mirrors  the  actions  of  an  actual  

government  that  goes  through  Parliamentary  procedure.  A  great  deal  of  legal  action  
is  needed  in  order  for  the  student  body  to  have  a  legitimate  experience.  After  joining  
ASB  Leadership,  I  immediately  came  to  the  realization  that  there  was  much  more  
to  this  particular  student  association  then  I  had  thought.  As  leaders  and  role  models  

time  satisfying  the  majority  of  the  students’  needs  and  desires  to  make  their  high  
school  adventure  a  remarkable  experience.
This  year’s  ASB  Leadership  focuses  more  on  the  idea  of  unity  and  how  the  entire  

student  body  should  come  together  as  one  to  break  through  existing  social  barriers.    
To  accomplish  this  goal,  we  are  hosting  a  series  of  student  fundraisers  and  fun  activi-
ties  to  personally  reach  out  to  the  students  and  establish  an  essential  connection.    It  
is  important  to  understand  that  we  are  all  in  this  together  and  that  ASB  Leadership  is  
responsible  for  making  the  best  out  of  the  memorable  high  school  journey.
After  all,  every  student  at  this  high  school  is  a  member  of  ASB,  or  the  associated  

student  body.  We,  on  the  other  hand,  are  just  the  Leadership  members  who  hold  a  
duty  to  serve  them.  
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Rethinking executions I think that his is lkjxc!

School fees un-American 
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As  a   club   leader,   I’m  willing   to  make   sac-
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Seniors  Jonathan  Huynh  and  Mark  Lamb

Dear reader,
Do you have an opinion regarding articles 
on this page or anything in general? 
Send in your letter to the editor at:
tchsrampage@gmail.com

Dear  Editor,

Dear  Editor,



This  winter  break  I  will  pass  through  

the  Transportation   Security  Adminis-

tration’s  new  body  scanners,  happy  to  

know  that  my  fellow  passengers  and  I  

will  be  traveling  more  safely.

The   T.S.A.   implemented   the   use  

of  controversial  full  body  scanners  in  

68  airports   in   the  U.S.,   including   the  

Los  Angeles   International  Airport.   In  

addition  to  traditional  metal  detectors,  

travelers   will   have   to   pass   through  

these   full   body   scans   which   provide  

T.S.A.  agents  with  a  virtual  picture  of  

the  person’s  body.  As  intrusive  as  this  

may   seem,   it   is   a   necessary   security  

measure  that  I  am  willing  to  undergo  

this   holiday,   especially   now   that   ter-

rorists   are   becoming   savvier  when   it  

comes  to  hiding  explosives  and  other  

threats  on  their  bodies.  

Pat-downs  are  only  administered  to  

those  who   opt   out   of   the   body   scan-

ners   or   to   people   who   T.S.A.   agents  

randomly   pick   for   extra   screening.  

However,   if   I  were   chosen   to   under-

go   the   pat-down,   I   would   not   object  

because   I   recognize   that   it   is   for   the  

greater  good.  

Some   critics   questioned   this   new  

practice   because   it   could   possibly  

slow  down  security  checkpoints  at  air-

ports.  However,  the  recent  Thanksgiv-

ing  holiday  proved  that  there  were  no  

extraordinarily   long   lines   outside   of  

the  normal   slew  of   holiday   travelers.  

Surely,  this  standard  is  more  practical  

-

compromises  a  person’s  personal   lib-

erties  more  than  these  body  scans  and  

pat-downs.

I   am   glad   that   our   nation   is   con-

stantly  taking  new  measures  to  ensure  

the  safety  of  the  people  who  are  com-

ing  into  or  traveling  within  the  coun-

try.   It   makes   me   feel   safer   knowing  

that   people   are   undergoing   thorough  

screening   in   order   to   prevent   future  

acts  of  terrorism.

To  me,   the  bottom   line   is   security  

and   ensuring   the   well-being   of   the  

general   population.   These   new   mea-

terrorism.  If  I  had  to  choose  between  

entering  one  airplane  with  people  who  

refuse   these   new   security   measures  

or   another   plane   with   those   who   do  

not  object   to   them,   I  would  certainly  

choose  the  latter.

As  I  walked  through  the  mall,  I  saw  bright,  

radiating   Christmas   lights,   sparkling   orna-

ments,  and  I  smelled  the  strong  aroma  of  the  

new   holiday   perfume   pervading   Bath   and  

Body   Works.   There   were   various   signs   in  

front  of  the  different  stores  reading,  “30%  off  

Christmas  Sale”  and  “Great  Christmas  Deals,”  

the  day  right  after  Halloween.

Why  does  it  seem  like  every  year  Christmas  

comes   sooner?  Better   yet,  why   does   it   seem  

like  retail  stores,  such  as  Target  and  Wal-Mart,  

put  out  their  Christmas  decorations  earlier  ev-

ery  year?  

Retail  stores  start  advertising  sales  early  so  

season.   Luring   customers   to   their   Christmas  

shopping   is  what   causes  many   to   start   shop-

ping  and   to  keep   shopping.  The   fact   that   the  

sales  seem  to  be  getting  cheaper  and  cheaper  

as  it  gets  later  into  the  year  is  what  tempts  cus-

tomers   to  empty  their  wallets  as   they  believe  

they  absolutely  cannot  miss  out  on  these  fabu-

lous  once-a-year  deals.

Some   people   feel   the   long   run-up   to   the  

festive   season  means   that  Christmas   is  much  

there  is  too  much  commercial  pressure  to  buy  

presents  at  “unbelievably  low  prices.”  Let  me  

just  say  now  that  this  holiday  “conspiracy”  for  

true  meaning  of  Christmas,  which  happens  to  

be  more  than  just  cheap  deals  at  the  local  mall  

and   a   creepy   old  man   in   an   oversized   Santa  

suit  offering  pictures  for  a  dollar.

More  than  the  beautiful  decorations,  lights,  

gifts,  and   the  good  food  on   the   table,  Christ-

mas  is  a  birthday.  Christmas  is  the  celebration  

of   the   birth   of   Jesus   Christ   who   Christians  

consider  the  Son  of  God  and  the  savior  of  all  

people.  With   the   birth   of  Christ,  Christianity  

essentially   begins;;   thus,   Christmas   also   cel-

ebrates  the  beginning  of  Christianity.  Though  

it   is   normally   celebrated   on   Dec.   25,   strong  

evidence   suggests   that   Jesus  may   have   actu-

ally  been  born  in  the  spring.  This  is  a  bit  ironic,  

since  the  Christian  era  is  thought  to  begin  with  

the   birth   of  Christ,   though   it   actually   begins  

later,  but  that’s  a  whole  different  story.

The  reason  why  stores  start  decorating  for  

the  holidays  about   two  months  beforehand  is  

to   sell   as    much  as  possible.   If   you   ask  me,  

isn’t  the  whole  point  of  Christmas  to  celebrate  

with   family   and   eat   scrumptious   food?  Holi-

day   commercialism   pretty   much   defeats   the  

point  of  Christmas.  It  should  only  matter  that  

we   spend   time   with   our   families   and   loved  

ones,  rather  than  whoever  got  the  biggest  and  

best  deals  on  presents.  So,  please  Santa,  don’t  

bring  your  deals  to  town  too  early  next  year.  
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Ban on bags ineffective 

News:  In  the  Peek  Inside,  San  Francisco’s  city  law  was  mistaken  as  a  state  
law.  In  the  “Musical  Auditions”  News  Brief,  Mr.  Bert  Ferntheil’s  name  was  

misspelled.  

Entertainment:  In  the  “Black  Friday,  an  American  tradition  that  keeps  on  
giving”  article,  Xbox  360  was  named  incorrectly.  
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By  Vicki  Chang
Editor-in-Chief

Re: Letter to the editor

W
hen   I   heard   that   plastic   bags   had  

been  banned  in  Los  Angeles  County  

I  thought,  “It’s  about  time!”  Finally,  

-

ward  saving  the  environment.  But  as  I  learned  

the  full  extent  of  the  law,  my  excitement  turned  

to  dismay,  and  I  began  to  consider  exactly  how  

small  that  step  actually  was.

of  Supervisors  passed  a  measure  that  bans  dis-

posable  plastic  bags  in  unincorporated  parts  of  

the  county.  This  affects  certain  neighborhoods  

such  as  Rowland  Heights  and  Altadena  but  does  

not   impact   the  88  cities   in   the  county  such  as  

Temple  City  and  Arcadia.  Under   the  measure,  

disposable  plastic  bags,  such  as  ones  typically  

given   out   at   supermarkets,   will   be   banned   at  

stores  starting  next  year.  Stores  will  be  offering  

helps   preserve   the   environment,   simply   ban-

ning  them  in  unincorporated  parts  of  the  county  

-

ple  living  in  unincorporated  areas  would  be  af-

in  the  county’s  cities.  Laws  should  be  passed  to  

ban  plastic  bags  in  all  of  L.A.  County  and  even-

tually  the  whole  nation.  

Plastic   is   one   of   the   greatest   dangers   as   a  

lasting  environmental  hazard  because  it  takes  as  

the  new  law  will  reduce  the  number  of  plastic  

-

cent,  there  is  still  that  other  half  which  will  be  

around  for  many  years  after  we  are  gone.

burden  everyday  life  today,  we  should  take  into    

consideration   the   disastrous   effects   that   our  

actions  will  cause  in  the  future.  Should  we  al-

low  our  grandchildren  to  suffer  simply  because  

plastic  bags  are  cheaper  and  more  convenient?  

Paper  bags  work  just  as  well  as  plastic  and  can  

easily   be   recycled.   The   Worldwatch   Institute  

reports  that  only  0.6  percent  of  plastic  bags  are  

recycled  each  year  in  America.  Canvas  bags  of-

ten  sold  at  grocery  stores  are  another  substitute  

that  can  be  used  countless  times.  

reasons   for   using   plastic   bags.  Although   they  

may  be  cheap  to  produce,  California  uses  $25  

million  a  year  to  clean  public  areas  and  water-

ways  of  plastic  waste.  If  the  number  of  bags  that  

pollute  the  environment  is  not  quelled,  the  cost  

to  clean  them  up  will  rise  to  the  point  at  which  it  

will  outweigh  the  cost  to  produce  them.

In  2007,  San  Francisco  banned  plastic  bags  

from   grocery   stores.   Countries   such   as   Ger-

many,  Spain,  and  China  have  either  banned  or  

taxed  plastic  bags.  I  am  surprised  that  L.A.  has  

taken  so  long  to  commence  action  against  plas-

tic  bags  and  in  such  a  small  part.  We  should  be  

taking  leaps,  not  steps,  toward  saving  the  envi-

ronment.

By  Benjamin  Chan
Exchange  Editor

Controversial security measures 
necessary for citizens’ well-being

By  Jessica  Meza
Opinion  Editor
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In   response   to   Leeann  Mao’s   letter,   I   also   thought   that   Stephanie   Tran’s  

proposal  was  a  great  idea  and  supported  it.  Initially,  it  did  not  pass,  and  I  can  

understand  your   disappointment  with   it.   I   could   identify  with   you  when  you  

introduced  your  complaint  with  how  dedicated  you  were  for  your  club,  but  once  

you  mentioned  your  annoyance  of  the  people  who  outvoted  it,  my  views  with  

you  differed.

Seniority  gives  you  no  right  to  undermine  clubs  run  by  “green  underclass-

men,”  which  I   thought  was  a   truly  spiteful   thing  to  say  to  all  underclassmen.  

Also,  it’s  ridiculous  to  believe  that  new  clubs  run  by  underclassmen  are  better  

than  old  clubs  run  by  upperclassmen.  Seniors  can  be  just  as  responsible,  or  un-

organized  as  freshmen.

I  also  don’t  believe  that  presidents  have  an  absolute  responsibility  to  attend  

ICC  meetings  when  another  council  member  could  be  equally  adequate.  Have  

you  considered  that  club  presidents  or  representatives  voted  against  this  not  be-

cause  they  wanted  to  be  lazy  and  sleep  in,  but  so  that  they,  or  other  clubs,  could  

have  the  freedom  to  choose?  Please  note  that  a  president’s  job  is  to  be  there,  a  

vice-president’s  job  is  to  be  there  when  the  president  isn’t,  and  the  secretary’s  

job  is  to  take  notes.  There  doesn’t  seem  to  be  anything  contradictory  with  these  

roles.  The  dragging  length  of  ICC  meetings  are  more  attributed  to  hot-headed  

representatives   debating  with   one   another   on   a   small   topic   than   to   repetitive  

questions.

remind  you  that  these  meetings  are  meant  to  be  a  gathering  of  different  opinions  

joining  in  consent  rather  than  a  few  individual  voices  striking  down  other  views.  

I  don’t  think  we  should  be  so  quick  to  judge  and  condemn  other  clubs’  decisions  

for  whatever  their  reasons  may  be.  In  this  setting,  we  can  appeal  or  repeal,  but  

in  the  end,  majority  rules.

                  Junior  Amy  Fan
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Growing  up  in  a  tech  savvy  generation,  many  of  us  depend  on  the  
Internet  to  accomplish  daily  tasks.  However,  for  some  people  in  a  na-
tion  where  suicide  is  a  part  of  their  culture,  the  Internet  is  not  only  used  
for  completing  daily  tasks.  They  are  now  tapping  into  the  web  to  begin  
a  new  dangerous  trend:  group  suicides.
In  Japan,  suicide  websites  with  black  backgrounds  and  ominous  im-

agery,  offer  detailed  instructions  on  ways  to  commit  suicide.  The  sites  
display  postings  such  as  “looking  for  a  friend  to  kill  myself  with,”  as  
well  as  events  inviting  people  to  join  in  on  mass  suicides  held  on  specif-

Unlike  the  United  States,  suicide  is  not  a  crime  in  Japan  so  there  is  
little  open  discussion  about  this  issue.  In  this  year’s  national  healthcare  

Recently,  the  government  began  a  campaign  to  encourage  Internet  ser-
-

ware   to   block   suicide   sites.   In   addition,   the   campaign   is   an   attempt  

although  this  is  a  step  toward  decreasing  the  number  of  suicides  that  
occur  because  of  suicide  websites,  this  treatment  will  only  be  tempo-

-
ware  to  detect.  
Optasperibus  dolectotae  cullatiatur,  sime  nis  rest,  omni  consed  mo-

lendit  litint  vitiat  eriberi  abore  mod  magnissunda  consequisquo  eatur  
asimodio  voluptatatia  quae  ab  il  maximusto  voloreptas  magnian  debi-
tat  doluptas  re  nimus  delest  odit  landandam,  comnihit  voloratio.  Ver-
natio.  Uciaepuda  comnimo  llupis  es  etur,  aribusam  faccum  quibus.
Raessimus   il   idellam,   que   sitendis   et   aperum   volorum,   sum   aut  

aut

It’s  Monday  morning   and   the   beginning  
of  a  new  week.  You’re  still  recovering  from  
last  night’s  homework  cramming  session  and  
feeling  a  bit  out  of   it.  You  decide   to  go   for  

-
fee  to  students,  as  it  did  not  meet  the  require-
ments  of  a  compliant  beverage  under  the  high  
school  complaint  foods  policy  as  established  
by  the  California  Department  of  Education.
Just   thinking  about  a  steamy  cup  of  cof-

fee  makes  a  student’s  mouth  water,  they  look  
great,  smell  great,  and  best  of  all,  they  taste  
great.   Like  milk,   coffee   does   a   body   good,  
as   long   as   it’s   in   small   doses.   Since   coffee  
contains  caffeine,  which  raises  blood  sugar,  it  
can  enhance  mood,  increase  energy,  and  keep  

-

students  being  banned  in  schools?
Schools   are   no   longer   allowed   to   sell   a  

popular  beverage  known  to   improve  energy  
and  mental  performance  but  why  are  they  al-
lowed  to  sell  electrolyte  replacement  drinks  

-
volved   in   extreme   sports   serious   physical  
activity?  And   by   ‘serious’  what   is  meant   is  

an  athlete  who  is  really  pushing  him  or  her-
self,  sweating,  and  really  getting  an  extreme  
workout.  
If   someone   isn’t   really   dehydrated   or   in  

danger  of  becoming  dehydrated  simple,  pure  
water  is  a  great  choice  and  a  sports  drink  is  
unneeded.   Often   people   drink   these   sports  
drinks  even  when  they  don’t  really  need  them  
and  with  high  sodium  content  this  is  best  to  
be  avoided.
As   compared   to   electrolyte   replacement  

beverages  like  Powerade,  which  offer  no  nu-

students   on   campus,   coffee   is   composed   of  
zero   calories   and   is   known   to   improve   en-
ergy  and  mental  performance  in  young  teens  
when   taken  moderately.   Even  when   adding  

the  amount  of  calories  do  not  compare  to  the  

calorie   Star-bucks  caramel   frappucino.  Not  
only   that,   but   the   coffee   sold   in   school   is  
much  cheaper  too.
Selling   coffee   in   proper   serving   sizes   to  

that   students   get   an   energy   boost  while   the  
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After   the   recent  midterm   elections   this   past  
November,  Republicans  took  control  of  the  
House  of  Representatives  as  the  Democrats  

performance   since   the   1938   Congressional   elec-
tions.
If  you  ask  me,  the  Democrats’  problem  isn’t  that  

they   act   against   the   will   of   the  American   people,  
as  claimed  by  Republicans,  by  spending   too  much  
money,  or  raising  taxes  too  high,  or  hampering  eco-
nomic   growth.   They   lost   because   they   don’t   brag  
enough  about  what   they  have  accomplished   in   the  
last  two  years.
But   before   I   explain   exactly  what   it   is   that   the  

that   public   opinion   in  America   can   be   easily  ma-
nipulated.  Allow  me  to  show  you  just  how  terribly  
uninformed   we   really   are.   You   may   be   shocked,  
appalled  even,  by  some  of  these  statistics,  and  you  
should  be.
According   to  a  Zogby  poll,  over  half  of  Ameri-

cans  cannot  name  a  single  branch  of  government  or  
explain  what  the  Bill  of  Rights  is.  Most  of  us  don’t  
know  who  their  Congressman  is  or  that  states  have  

name   the   country  we   fought   in   the   Revolutionary  
War.  A  Gallup  poll  shows  that  18  percent  of  us  think  
the  sun  revolves  around  the  Earth,  and  one  poll  by  
the  Pew  Research  Center
Americans   honestly,   truly   believe   that   President  
Obama  is  a  Muslim.
A   poll   conducted   by   Newsweek   showed   that  

barely  half  of  Americans  know  that  Judaism  is  older  
than  Christianity.    If  you  ask  me,  it’s  pretty  disturb-
ing  that  half  of  Americans  look  at  books  called  the  
Old  Testament  and   the  New  Testament  and  cannot  

a  society  be?
The  danger  in  our  society  being  so  extraordinari-

ly  undereducated  is  that  we  lose  the  ability  to  make  
proper   judgments   in   our   political   system.   If   most  
Americans  can’t  even  answer  the  most  fundamental  
questions  about  the  U.S.  Government,  do  you  really  
think  they  follow  the  issues  that  closely?
That’s  where  the  Democrats  fail   to   take  charge.  

They  don’t  persuade  the  easily  persuadable  opinion  
of  the  American  public.  Americans,  evidently,  don’t  
pay  that  much  attention,  and  when  deciding  who  to  
vote  for,  they  look  for  that  party  that  is  dominating  
the  political  scene.
Democrats   run  away   from   their  beliefs,  not  ex-

actly   a   characteristic   of   a   “dominant”   party.   Take  
-

pose   a  universal  healthcare  plan  was  Teddy  Roos-

his  plan,  and  every  attempt  since  then  has  suffered  
the  same  fate.

of   Americans   wanted,   and   this   country   has   been  

great   accomplishment   and   ran   on   being   the   party  
who  gives  Americans  what   they  want;;   if   they  had,  
they  might  have  actually  gained  more  seats  in  Con-
gress.  But  they  never  talked  about  it  during  the  cam-
paign.  Americans  see  that  and  think  something  must  
be  wrong.  If  this  was  such  a  good  thing,  why  aren’t  
these  people  standing  by  it?
Democrats  need  to  wake  up  and  realize  that  noth-

By  Taylor  Evanko
Staff  Writer

By  Jennifer  Su
Feature  Editor
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Sex, drugs, & Skins on MTV
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bar  as  long  as  you  are  not  drinking.”
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When   it   comes   to   St.   Patrick’s   day,   most  
people  think  of  corned  beef  and  cabbage,  sham-
rocks,  people  dressing  up  in  green,  and  pinch-
ing.  But  some  people  also  look  forward  to  par-
ties   where   a   bunch   of   people   get   excessively  
drunk,   resulting   in   many   green   painted   faces  

is  the  part  of  this  holiday  that  doesn’t  make  any  
sense  to  me.
First,  listen  to  the  name  of  the  holiday.  Saint  

Patrick’s  Day.  When  I  think  of  a  religious  per-
son,  the  last  thing  I  think  of  is  copious  amounts  
of  alcohol.  Perhaps  the  tradition  involves  a  sa-
cred   type   of   alcohol,   like   the  wine   consumed  
during  Mass.  However,  I  know  that  brands  like  
Heineken,  Budweiser,   and  Corona  also  adver-
tise  and  have  blowout  sales  during  the  holiday,  
and  these  brands  are  not  used  in  religious  cer-
emonies.  A  patron   saint  probably  wouldn’t  be  
caught  downing  a  cold  beer,  so  why  do  so  many  
Americans  drink  like  alcohol  will  disappear?

dark  stout  beer  called  Guiness.  Worldwide,  peo-
ple  drink  13  million  pints  of  this  beer  alone  on  
St.  Patrick’s  Day,  not  including  other  alcoholic  
beverages  on  this  day  of  overindulgence.

Hordes  of  drunk  drivers  coming  home  after  
knocking  back  jello  shots  are  disasters  waiting  
to  happen.  On  St.  Patrick’s  Day  2009,  37  per-
cent  of  motorists  involved  in  fatal  crashes  had  
a  blood  alcohol  content  above  .08  percent,  the  
legal  limit  for  California.  
Not  too  much  is  known  about  the  actual  St.  

Patrick.  He  was  the  patron  saint  of  Ireland,  and  
historians   hesitantly   believe   that   he   lived   be-

that’s  the  day  he  died.  Forgive  me  if  the  idea  of  
people  getting  hammered  on  the  anniversary  of  

that   people   become   inebriated   beyond   belief  
on  the  day  of  a  saint’s  death  is  insulting,  espe-
cially  when  most  people  don’t  even  know  what  
they’re  celebrating.
Obviously,  there  must  be  a  reason  why  a  hol-

iday  was  set  aside  for  St.  Patrick.  Records  show  

Battle   for   the  Body  of  St.  Patrick,   so  he  must  
have  been  a  vital  spiritual  leader.  Legend  states  
that  he  was  credited  for  banishing  snakes  from  
the   land;;   there’s   some   suggestion   that   snakes  
were  the  symbol  of  the  Druids,  a  priestly  class  
who  opposed  the  rise  of  Christianity.
So  what  does  this  have  to  do  with  drinking?  

Nothing.  I  hate  to  be  a  buzzkill,  but  there  aren’t  
any  substantial  reasons  why  people  should  get  
drunk  on  St.  Patrick’s  Day.  

he  Central  Bucks  East  High  School   admin-
istration   in  Pennsylvania   suspended   teacher  
Natalie  Munroe  from  work  with  pay  after  she  

insulted  her   students,   their  parents,   and   the   school  
administration  on  her  blog.  She  wrote  posts  includ-
ing  “although  academically  okay,  your  child  has  no  
other   redeeming  qualities,”  and  “just  as  bad  as  his  

rights.
Students  who  have  been  in  the  same  situation  as  

Munroe   have   gotten   away   with   it   because   judges    
ruled  that  they  have  their  freedom  of  speech.  Kath-
erine  Evans,  a  high  school  student  in  Florida,  made  
a  Facebook  page  criticizing  one  of  her  teachers  and  
the   administration   suspended   her.   U.S.  Magistrate  
Barry   Garber   later   ruled   that   Evan’s   actions   were  
legal  under  the  First  Amendment.
Munroe  may  have  been  within  her  rights,  but  that  

does  not  mean  that  she  chose  a  mature  or  appropri-

poor  judgment  in  putting  all  her  thoughts  up  on  the  
Internet   because   information   on   the   Internet   tends  
to  be  both  permanent  and  public.  Even  if  she  didn’t  
reveal   her   students’   names,   her   school’s   name,   or  
her  own  name,  she  should  have  known  better  than  to  
think  she  was  safe  from  discovery,  particularly  since  
she  had  put  up  her  picture  and  her  friends  and  family  

followed  her  blog.
It  was   also  unprofessional   for  her   to   talk   about  

her  students  behind  their  backs,  something  teachers  
themselves  have   taught  us  not   to  do.  As  a   teacher,  
she   is  supposed  to  set  an  example  for  her  students  
and  be  a  role  model.  She  didn’t  have  to  convey  her  
annoyances   through   such   a   public  medium.   If   she  
felt  she  truly  needed  to  vent,  she  should  have  done  
so   through  phone  conversations  or  even  private  e-

to  tell  the  whole  world  that  her  students  were  “rude,  
disengaged,  lazy  whiners.”
I   know   students   don’t   care   for   some   of   their  

teachers’   standards,   and   teachers   have   problems  
with   some   of   their   students’   attitudes,   but   if   these  
problems   are   never   properly   addressed,   they   will  

Schools   should   create   arrangements   regarding  
student-teacher  relationships  where  both  parties  can  
freely   express   themselves  while   being  mature   and  

-
dents  can  tell  teachers  how  to  improve  their  teaching  
style   and   teachers   can   talk   to   students   about   their  
attitudes  directly  without  anyone  getting  too  defen-

can’t  participate  won’t  cut  it.  
Munroe  wrote  her  blog  because  she  was  frustrat-

ed  with  the  way  students  acted  and  the  way  the  edu-
cation  system  worked.  If  student-teacher  conference  
opportunities  were  provided  at  her  school,  chances  
are  she  would  not  have  felt  the  need  to  complain  on  
her   blog,   and   this  whole   controversy   never  would  
have  occurred.  

restaurant  was  the  calorie  count  written  next  to  each  item.  I  was  delighted  to  

teriyaki  sandwich  knowing  that  it  only  has  seven  grams  of  fat  and  480  calo-
ries.  I  knew  right  away  that  this  newly  offered  nutritional  information  would  

Since  January  1,  all  chain  restaurants  operating  in  California  are  required  
to  provide   the  nutritional   information   for   all   standard   items  on  all  menus,  
menu  boards,  and  on  display  tags  used  by  the  food  facility  in  hopes  of  ending  

informing  consumers  of  what  is  healthy  versus  what  is  unhealthy  if  they  wish  

food  has  created  a  nation  of  junk  food  addicts  and  overweight  individuals.  
With  drive-thrus  at  almost  every  corner,   there  is  undoubtedly  a  connection  
between  fast  food  choices  and  the  obesity  epidemic  among  American  teens.  
An  average  17-year-old  should  have  a  daily  intake  of  approximately  2000  

calories   and  60   to  70  grams  of   fat,   so  young   teens   should  be  more  aware  

many  calories  they  should  appropriately  consume  per  day.  I’m  not  saying  that  
all  teenagers  should  replace  their  favorite  1000  calorie  McDonald’s  Big  Mac  
combo  meal  for  a  100  to  300  calorie  salad  with  low-fat  dressing.  I’m  saying  
that  they  should  cut  down  on  their  extreme  calorie  intake  daily  so  that  they  
can  enjoy  that  satisfying  Big  Mac  every  once  in  a  while.  

teens  in  America.  While  the  fast  food  industry  does  little  to  support  a  healthy  
diet,  the  blame  cannot  solely  be  placed  on  fast  food  chains,  as  each  individ-
ual  is  responsible  for  his  or  her  own  choices  and  decisions.  American  teens  
should  ask  questions  and  require  more  information  from  food  retailers.  
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With  major  news  stations  focusing  on  pointless  top-
ics,  it’s  hard  to  distinguish  between  what  is  reality  

catching  articles  that  take  attention  away  from  real  life  news  

-

-
dents  pay  more  attention  to  things  like  Charlie  Sheen’s  out-
rageous   rants   on   his  webcast   or   reality  TV   shows   like   last  

On  top  of  that,  regular  sites  such  as  yahoo.com  are  falling  

don’t   pay   attention   to   this   fact   because  most   entertainment  

Articles   and  news   stories   are   simply  wasted  on  unnecc-

current  status  of  the  Japanese  nuclear  reactors  or  what  nations  

Another  sad  truth  is  that  in  about  a  week,  the  media  will  
forget  about  the  disaster  in  Japan  and  focus  on  which  celeb-

time  to  open  our  eyes  to  the  reality  that  surrounds  us  and  the  
reality   that   affects  us,  because  ultimately,   a  more   informed  

-

Sure,  Kim  Kardashian  is  a  super  hot  bombshell  and  

People

exactly  how  is  it  that  she  has  become  so  famous  among  

talent   rather   than   just   looks,   they  would   end  up  with  

Throughout  society,   there  are  so  many  popular  ce-

like  Kim  Kardashian  and  Paris  Hilton,  two  spoiled  rich  

-

-

Archuleta  are  unable  to  sign  with  a  record  deal  while  
-

-

in  her  new  song,  the  woman  was  initially  known  for  the  
release  of  her  sex  tape  with  another  unworthy  celebrity,  

for   her   new   song,  Kim  Kardashian   truly   brings   stars  

As  ludicrous  as  society  is,  it  may  be  hard  for  teenag-
-

ed  for  their  talents  as  many  teens  are  brainwashed  into  

absolutely  no  talent  such  as  Kim  Kardashian  are  more  
-
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Every American should have freedom from undue hatred

Pull the plug on 
worthless news

By  Chloe  Lin

Staff  Writer

Entertainment:  

FOR THE RECORD

CARTOON/  Maggie  Liu

To  my  distaste,  the  Supreme  Court  ruled  

Albert   Snyder,   the   father   of   a   Marine  

an  independent  extremist  church  notorious  

Members  of  the  Westboro  Church  pick-
eted  the  funeral  of  Snyder’s  son,  Matthew,  

land   about   1,000   feet   from   the  memorial  

The  Westboro  Church  did  not  stop  there,  
writing  on   their  website   that   the  Catholic  
Snyder   family   “raised   [Snyder]   for   the  

June  5  of   that   same  year,   claiming   inten-

-

is   less   clear   is   whether   the   First  Amend-

the  right  to  free  speech  include  the  right  to  
stage  hateful  protests  at  funerals?
The   Supreme   Court   thought   so,   with  

-

America   for   tolerating   gays,   Jews,   and  

people  who  would  speak  well  of  the  West-

sense  of  decency  should  protest  at  the  fu-
neral  of  an  innocent  man,  a  Marine,  no  less  
who   died   for   our   country,   let   alone   later  

-

-

freedom  of   speech;;   this   is   about   freedom  

against  protests  like  those  of  the  Westboro  

After  all,   that’s  what   the  First  Amend-

to  put  your  child  to  rest  without  protesters  
holding  hateful  signs  nearby  is  not  explicit-
ly  stated  in  the  Constitution,  but  it  is  a  right  
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At  Little  Village  Academy,  a  charter  elementary  school  in  Chicago’s  West  Side,  students  can-
not  bring  their  own  packed  lunch  from  home.  Now,  that’s  just  absurd.    
A  charter  school,  like  any  other  public  school,  receives  public  money  and  is  not  allowed  to  

set  forth  in  each  school’s  charter  to  produce  certain  results.  
Students  at  Little  Village  Academy,  unless  they  have  a  legitimate  medical  excuse,  must  eat  

the  school  cafeteria  food  to  protect  them  from  unhealthy  meal  choices.  For  six  years,  Principal  
Elsa  Carmona  has  been  practicing  this  school  lunch  policy  in  hopes  of  encouraging  students  to  
make  healthier  choices  and   to  make  sure   that   these  children  are   receiving  adequate  nutrition  
from  their  daily  lunches.  Not  only  is  this  particular  policy  unsuccessful  and  outright  ridiculous,  
but  it  has  also  spurred  much  controversy  and  unrest  among  many  parents.
First  of  all,  unless  they  come  to  school  with  a  note  from  the  doctor,  all  students  are  required  

to  eat  cafeteria  food  or  starve.  A  concerned  parent  from  an  article  in  the  Los  Angeles  Times  stated  
that  her  son,  an  extremely  picky  eater,  would  skip  lunch  and  wait  until  after  school  to  eat.  Why  
force  kids  to  eat  something  they  don’t  like  when  it’s  better  to  eat  something  than  nothing?
Not  only  is  this  lunch  policy  generally  unsuccessful  in  combating  the  country’s  childhood  

of  its  forced  cost  considerations.  For  those  who  do  not  qualify  for  free  or  reduced  lunch,  every  
family  must  pay  a  whopping  $2.25  every  day,  costing  more  out  of  pocket  for  most  parents  who  
spend  less  while  preparing  their  son  or  daughter’s  traditional  sack  lunch.  
Many  smaller  food  battles  have  erupted  within  countless  school  cafeterias  across  the  country  

in  hope  of  making  lunches  healthier   to  decrease  the  high  percentage  of  America’s  obese  stu-
dents.  For  instance,  Alabama’s  parents  protested  a  school’s  rule  that  banned  students  from  bring-
ing  any  drink  from  home  since  ice  water  was  provided  at  lunch.  Such  policies  are  ridiculous.  
It  is  just  utterly  preposterous  that  the  government  has  now  begun  to  control  what  we  eat.  It  is  

understandable  that  they  are  trying  to  counter  obesity  among  our  schools,  but  oftentimes  healthy  
intentions  can  come  across  as  senseless,  arousing  parent  and  student  anger.  The  whole  idea  be-
hind  directing  us  students  toward  a  healthier  path  is  to  change  our  eating,  exercise,  and  lifestyle  
habits.  Taking  away  our  freedom  to  make  our  own  decisions  and  force-feeding  good  nutrition  is  

serving  as  a  sad  attempt  to  portray  America  as  a  nanny  nation.

T -
self  in  a  very  sticky  situation  diplo-
matically.  After  a  decade  of  waging  

pointless  wars  and  meddling  in  the  domes-
tic  affairs  of  nations  in  the  Middle  East,  a  

different   this   time   is   that   the   people   of  
Libya  actually  want  our  help,  and  we  may  
have  a  good  reason  to  act.
The   problem   with   intervening   is   that  

most   countries   usually   don’t   appreciate  
American  intervention  in  places  where  we  
are  not  welcome,  and  doing  so  causes  us  to  
lose  respect  internationally.  
However,   ignoring   a   people’s   call   for  

help,   such   as   the   request   for   action   from  
the  Libyans,  can  be  just  as  damaging.

for   democracy   and   their   future,  we   don’t  
want   to  be   sucked   into  yet   another  quag-
mire.  We  want  to  respect  Libya’s  national  
sovereignty,  but  we  don’t  want  the  Libyan  
people  to  have  a  negative  perception  of  the  
United  States   for  not  doing  anything  dur-
ing  their  time  of  need.
The  fact  is  that  our  military  involvement  

in   Libya   is   not   uninvited   interventionism  
or  a  violation  of  their  national  sovereignty;;  
it’s  a  form  of  respecting  it.

One  common  misconception  of  the  con-
-

ing  down  to  a  civil  war.  However,  almost  
every  Libyan  citizen  has  proclaimed  their  

Additionally,  if  there  were  so  many  people  

hiring  mercenaries  from  Niger  and  Chad  to  

Our  hesitation  has  already  put  the  U.S.  
in   a   bad   spot.   Even   though   the  U.N.   ap-

executing  airstrikes,  we  should  have  done  
it  sooner  and  with  greater  force  while   the  
momentum  was  still  on  the  side  of  the  reb-
els.
Since  then,  our  inaction  has  given  Gad-

-
mate  despite  continued  NATO  support.
Even  if  we  did  not  send  military  units,  

there  are  many  other  helpful  things  we  can  
do,   such   as   restoring   cell   phone   and   in-
ternet  communication  between   the   rebels,  
supplying  them  with  ammunition,  training  

propaganda-spreading  state   television  and  
radio  broadcasts.  All  of  these  things  would  
be  both   relatively  easy   for  us  and   incred-
ibly  helpful  for  the  rebels.
I   don’t   understand   why   we   did   not  

we  missed  an  opportunity  to  foster  a  demo-
cratic  uprising  at  a  minimal  cost.
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Considering your needs 
to find the best college

Pro/Con: American intervention in Libya
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In  order  to  restore  peace  in  any  country  
that  has  faced  civil  war,  countries  like  the  
United  States  should  engage  in  more  peace  
talks  instead  of  resorting  to  military  efforts.  
This  move  would  soothe  tensions  without  
the  use  of  military  intervention.
War  should  always  be  the  last  resort  be-

cause   it   is  both  expensive  and  dangerous.  
We   have   fought   two   wars   in   the  Middle  
East  and  now  NATO  is  considering  drag-
ging  us  into  yet  another  war  with  Libya.

is   waging   a   brutal   civil   war   against   the  
Libyan   people   by   authorizing   a   massive  
shelling   of   rebel   cities.   The   U.S.,   U.K.,  
and  France  want  to  lead  NATO  into  Libya  
based  on  humanitarian  grounds.    
Using   NATO   land   forces   to   destroy  

-
ernment.  The  U.N.   or   even  NATO   forces  

-
nite  amount  of   time   in  order   to  prevent  a  
catastrophic   tribal   war;;   helping   the   reb-
els   by   establishing   peace   and   democracy  
might  end  up  being  another  one  of  Ameri-
ca’s  failures.  

Such  a  power  vacuum  is  nothing  new  in  
American   military   intervention.   Careless  
planning   on   our   part   caused   Iraq’s   desta-
bilization.  After  the  U.S.  hastily  dissolved  

-
lice,  terrorist  groups  from  all  over  the  Mid-

-
can   troops   instead  of   having   Iraqi   people  
coming   together   to   create   a   new   form   of  
government.  After  the  city  of  Baghdad  fell,  
looters  plundered  businesses  and  hospitals  
but   the  U.S.   did   not   stop   the   looting   im-
mediately.  A  war  that  our  political  leaders  
promised   us  would   only   last   from  one   to  
two  years  has   lasted   for  eight  years,  with  
no  end  date.  Even  though  soldiers  are  leav-
ing,  Iraqi  citizens  still  live  in  the  shadows  
of  war.
Besides,  America  is  not  without  its  own  

problems.  We  are  $14   trillion   in  debt  and  
another  intervention  will  cost  American  tax  
payers   even  more  money.  NATO   expects  
the  U.S.  to  take  the  blunt  of  the  force  like  
it  always  has.  Enough  is  enough.  American  
citizens  are  fed  up  with  American  involve-
ment   in   foreign  countries,  especially  with  
our   budget   defecit.  A   war   will   no   doubt  
increase   the   national   debt   and   will   only  
become  a  burden  for  future  generations.

with  little  help  from  the  U.S.  Then  maybe  
we  can  force  negotiation  between  NATO,  

and  stable  peace  in  a  divided  country.  

By  Hugo  Wong
Staff  Writer

Compiled  by  Jennifer  Su
Feature  Editor

“I   prefer   a   school   that   is   right   for  me—regard-

less  of  the  fact  that  it  is  well  known  or  not.  Many  

people  don’t  know  Haverford  College,  but  I  know  

HC  is  a  school  I  will  come  to  love,  so  that’s  all  

that  matters!”

Senior  Leslie  Tjing

its  renowned  pre-dental  program.  I  think  receiv-

ing   a   degree   from   this   school   would   make   it  

Senior  Alex  Chwa

“I’m  attending  Macalester  College  because  of  the  

small  class  sizes  and  personal  attention  they  of-

fer,  as  well  as   their  philosophy  which  seeks   to  

give  each  and  every  student   the  best  educa-

tion  possible.”

Senior  Joyce  Kim

PHOTOS/  Jennifer  Su



I  know  that  there  has  been  controversy  after  seeing  the  ASB  

Leadership   2011-2012   list   and   I’d   like   to   commend   President  

Dana  Tran  and  Vice  President  Brian  Chen  on  their  selection  of  

-

I’d  also  like  to  say  to  all  those  who  didn’t  make  it  that  it’s  not  

Every   year   there   is   this   controversy   regarding  ASB   selec-

their  lives  along  with  ASB  and  doing  the  best  that  they  can.  They  

deserve  better  than  that.

S -

serves  to  forever  be  banned  

-

hard  over   the   school  year  only   to  

be   loaded   with   homework   over  

-

-

advanced   and   college-level   work  

-

are  that  they  won’t  be  bothered  to  

is  no  point   in   taking  an  advanced  

class.  

school   year   begins   late   in   com-

parison  to  other  high  schools  in  the  

-

-

-

work   has   convinced   me   that   it’s  

not   an   entirely   evil   thing.   How-

-

break.

therefore   negating   the   very   idea  

of   having   breaks   from   school.  

There’s   nothing  worse   than  when  

-

-

says.

Family   travel   plans   over   the  

shatter   any   hopes   for   a   relaxing  

-

from   the   stresses   of   the   school  

really  only  room  for  either  work  or  

the  former.

Rampage

Rampage  and  

-

that  Rampage -

-

-

-

-

Rampages

in  their  ceramics  class  or  for  papier-mâché  in  

their  art  class.  

-

-

them  with  information  on  the  activities  going  

-

why  even  have  a  school  newspaper  if  no  one  

-

Rampage

don’t  even  care.  

and  acknowledge  the  information  presented  in  

the  Rampage -
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Reassess summer work
By  Chloe  Lin

Staff  Writer

News:  

Feature

FOR THE RECORD

-

Bin  Laden’s  hiding  place  comes  as  an  embarrassment  for  Pakistan  and  shows  

the  deteriorating  relations  between  Pakistan  and  the  U.S.  Bin  Laden  had  hidden  

in  plain  sight  in  a  military  town  while  the  Pakistani  government  claims  they  had  

-

the  Pakistani  military.

-

-

-

By  Hugo  Wong

Staff  Writer

Aid to Pakistan a 
necessary response

Letter to the editor:

Junior  Kelsey  Sih


