
Bachelor and Bachelorette Auctions
Excited bidders cheered as the students walk 

down the aisle during the Bachelor and Bachelor-
ette auction fundraiser on April 26 and 27 during 
lunch. The highest bidders will have a lunch date 
with his or her bachelor or bachelorette on May 10. 
Biology teacher Ms. AnnMarie Hwang and Eng-
OLVK� WHDFKHUV�0V��'DZQ�1HX¿HOG� DQG�0V�� (OL]D-
beth Botello participated in the event as well.

Renaissance Assembly Guidelines 
7KH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�

a series of changes to next month’s Renaissance 
Assembly. In the past, some students behaved dis-
respectfully during the event; therefore, the admin-
istration has implemented a code of conduct that 
forbids seniors to taunt, insult or make impolite 
gestures towards one another.

Spring Show
TCHS and Oak Auxiliaries swiftly ran to their 

starting places at the beginning of the Temple City 
High School Annual Auxiliary Spring Show on 
April 28 from 6 to 8 p.m. In addition to Auxiliaries, 
Pep Flags, Song, Drumline, Fusion, Flags and the 
*ROG�-D]]�%DQG�SHUIRUPHG� LQ� IURQW�RI�DQ�H[FLWHG�
crowd in the gym. 

Temple City Welcomes New Mayor 
Vincent Yu is serving as Temple City’s new 

mayor this year. Before, he was elected in 2009 as 
mayor pro tem, which is a step under the mayor, 
and served a term of one year. 

)RUPHU�PD\RU�7RP�&KDYH]�FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH�
Rosemead Boulevard Enhancement Project, im-
plemented a new code of ethics for City Hall and 
responded to last year’s windstorm. Yu plans to 
continue leading the community similarly by in-
creasing the city’s service. Yu will serve as mayor 
for one year. 

The season of college admission results is already stressful enough 
for seniors every year, and the news of the California State Univer-
VLW\�V\VWHP¶V�SODQV�WR�IUHH]H�HQUROOPHQW�IRU�QH[W�VSULQJ�DQG�ZDLWOLVW�

DOO�IDOO�DSSOLFDQWV�GH¿QLWHO\�FDXVHV�PRUH�ZRUULHV�IRU�XQGHUFODVVPHQ�
Governor Jerry Brown’s plan to raise sales tax by one-quarter cent and 

to increase levies on annual incomes of over $250,000 can raise about $6 
billion for California. If the plan does not pass, eight Cal States will ac-
cept only a few hundred students from community colleges and the rest 
of the 23 Cal States will not be accepting new students for spring 2013. 

This will affect the average 70,000 students that apply and the 16,000 
students that enroll in the spring. Community college students waiting to 
transfer to a Cal State will have to postpone their plans if they do not ap-
ply or get into the eight Cal States that are accepting some students. 

For the fall 2013 term, Cal States will waitlist or reject an average of 
�������� DSSOLFDWLRQV� DQG� ¿QDO� DGPLVVLRQ� GHFLVLRQV�ZLOO� EH� GHWHUPLQHG�
based on the tax proposal, government funding and state budgets. Chan-
cellor Charles Reed also has the power to reduce enrollment anytime 
without the California State University Board of Trustees’ approval.

“It concerns me because I have a little brother, and it may lessen his 
chances of going to a school other than a community college,” Senior 
Darren Yang said. “I feel like Cal States give a good education to students, 
DQG�LI�WKH\�IUHH]H�HQUROOPHQW��WKHQ�VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�WR�FKRRVH�EHWZHHQ�
a community college or a UC, and there is a big gap in between the two.”

The California State University system is the largest in the state, but 
on top of the $750 million budget cut for 2011-12, there is a risk of an ad-
ditional $200 million budget cut if the tax proposal fails. Tuition has also 
increased every year for the past six years. A 9 percent increase for 2012-
���ZDV�¿QDOL]HG�LQ�1RY�������DQG�WKH�WXLWLRQ�IRU�PRVW�&DO�6WDWHV�LV�QRZ�
at almost $6000, excluding campus fees, housing, books, transportation 
and personal expenses. Tuition for 2002-03 was a little over $1500, which 
marks a $4500 increase within the past decade.

“I’m concerned for the state budget because those not getting into 
UC’s and Cal States will be going to community colleges, which are al-
UHDG\�FURZGHG�´�*XLGDQFH�&RXQVHORU�0V��0DUWLQQH�*RQ]DOH]�VDLG��³7KLV�
also causes more students to be interested in private universities, which 
LV�JRRG�IRU�WKRVH�WKDW�FDQ�DIIRUG�LW�RU�UHFHLYHG�HQRXJK�¿QDQFLDO�DLG��EXW�LI�
not, then there will be more debts and that is a big burden as well.”

Current juniors are concerned about next year when they apply for col-
leges. Most students choose to apply to public colleges instead of private 
colleges because of lower tuition.

“The news of Cal States waitlisting applicants in the fall makes me feel 
concerned and also because they may be raising tuition again and mak-
ing it even more expensive,” Junior Brittany Bravo said. “I don’t want to 
JUDGXDWH�IURP�FROOHJH�ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�VWXGHQW�GHEW�EHFDXVH�LW�ZLOO�EH�GLI¿FXOW�
to get a job while being stressed with loans.”

However, out-of-state students will most likely be unaffected because 
&DO�6WDWHV�FKDUJH�WKHP�PRUH�DQG�ZLOO�QRW�EHQH¿W�IURP�GHFUHDVLQJ�WKHLU�
numbers. They pay about $15,000 versus in-state students’ $6000 cost.

The University of California system is also looking into reducing fall 
2013 enrollment if the tax proposal fails. 

They admitted 43 percent more out-of-state and international students 
than the previous year due to budget cuts as well. Like Cal States, out-of-
state UC students pay a much higher tuition than Californians. UC’s are 
also looking into increasing the percentage of out-of-state students to a 10 
percent within next few years.

“It is bad for the incoming seniors, and I feel that Cal States shouldn’t 
do this because when they bring in students, they are bringing in money,” 
Senior Terrence Sun said. “I feel it’s unfair for everyone because out-of-
state students are probably facing the same problem in their home states. 
For California students, they are either facing a harder time getting into 
Cal States or [will have to] risk paying more to go out-of-state.”

:KHWKHU�&DO�6WDWHV�ZLOO�EH�IUHH]H�HQUROOPHQW�DQG�ZDLWOLVW�TXDOL¿HG�DS-
plicants will be based on voters’ decision on the tax plan. The tax proposal 
does not yet have enough signatures to qualify for the November ballot. 
If the proposal does not get on the ballot or if it does not pass, California 
public schools will be facing a $5 billion budget cut.
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Union fundraises for sick Cloverly janitorTax plan to prevent 
education budget cuts

The California School Employees Association ran the car wash and bake sale at the District office park-
ing lot on April 21 to fundraise money for Cloverly Elementary school’s custodian Shane Sexton. He 
developed pancreatitis and was unable to work. Sexton is feeling better and returned to work on May 1.   

N E W S  B R I E F S
By Daniel Xu
Staff Writer 

PHOTO/ Daniel Xu

PHOTO/ Daniel Xu
Choreo performed its award-winning routine 
“Egyptian” in front of friends and family on April 28. 

May/June
Ram Calendar
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By Cody Luk
Photo Editor

PHOTO/ Cody Luk
A student raises his hand to place a bid on Seniors 
Dana Tran and Carrington Taylor in Room 601.

May 3-4: Brighter Side 
([WUDYDJDQ]D
May 7-17: AP Testing
May 8-9: CAHSEE Make-ups 
May 10-11: CST Make-ups 
May 13: Mother’s Day
May 19: Prom
May 24: Choreo Showcase
May 28-June 1: Spirit Week

May 28: Memorial Day
May 29: Drama Senior 
Showcase
May 30: Senior Awards
May 31: 'UDJRQÀLFNV�)LOP�
Festival
June 1: Renaissance Assembly, 
Powder Puff Football, Battle of 
the Bands



Prepare a perfect prom fit
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By Cynthia Lee
Staff Writer

By Chloe Lin
Feature Editor

Take a study break with Taiwanese brick toast

Springtime at the 

Huntington Library

Garnishes that provide a contrast in color, as well 
as a degree of freshness, work best with this dish.

PHOTO/ Elliot Wu

A thousand different shades of 
yellow, orange, pink, red and white 
blossom among the walkways and 
arbors of The Huntington’s Rose 
*DUGHQ�� ZKHUH� WKH� ÀRZHUV� KDYH�
recently begun to bloom. The Hun-
tington’s 120-acre grounds are a 
ORYHO\�VLJKW� WR�VHH�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�
WKH�VHDVRQ�LV��EXW�WKH�ÀRZHUV�KDYH�
D�SDUWLFXODU�YLYDFLW\�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�

/LNH� WKH� URVHV� WKDW� KDYH� MXVW�
made their reappearance at The 
+XQWLQJWRQ�� WKH� EHORYHG� -DSDQHVH�
Garden reopened on April 11 af-
ter a yearlong closure. During that 
time, The Huntington refurbished 
WKH� DJLQJ� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� DQG� -DSD-
nese House, in addition to install-
ing a new teahouse, tea garden and 
waterfall. Other highlights include 
a bonsai tree court, Zen Garden and 
moon bridge.

7KH�QLQH�DFUH�-DSDQHVH�*DUGHQ�
LV� DOZD\V� D�EHDXWLIXO�SODFH� WR�YLV-
LW�� DQG� WKH� UHQRYDWLRQ�PDNHV� LW� DOO�
WKH�PRUH�DWWUDFWLYH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
this meant that people packed the 
SDWKZD\V� RQ�P\� YLVLW��7KHUH� LVQ¶W�
D� ORW� RI� VHDWLQJ� DYDLODEOH�� DQG� WKH�
ZLVWHULD�DUERU�RIIHUV�D�ORYHO\�YLHZ�
EXW�LV�YHU\�FURZGHG��&OLPELQJ�WKH�
steps by the entrance and up to the 
-DSDQHVH�+RXVH�TXLFNO\�JHWV�WLULQJ��
especially in warm weather.

,I� \RX� VWDUW� FUDYLQJ� VRPH� DLU�
FRQGLWLRQLQJ�� KHDG� RYHU� WR� WKH�
changing exhibitions. The Ancient 
&KLQHVH� EURQ]H� PLUURUV� DUH� RQ�
display until May 14 and is worth 
checking out if you’re paying The 
+XQWLQJWRQ�D�YLVLW��7KHUH�DUH�RQO\�
about 80 mirrors on display in 
RQH�URRP��EXW� WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�
styles and patterns displayed is in-
triguing.

Nearby the building that houses 
the mirrors is the “Visions of Em-

pire” exhibit, which is open until 
-XO\����DQG�FRQWDLQV�PDSV��OHWWHUV��
diaries, ads and stereographs relat-
ing to transcontinental railroads 
from 1840 to 1880. Although the 
topic is interesting, I found the ac-
tual exhibit lacking. It also seemed 
that a long explanatory paragraph 
DFFRPSDQLHG� HYHU\� LWHP� RQ� GLV-
play. I wanted to like this exhibit, 
but I think the walls of text are too 
much for someone not all that in-
terested in trains.

Although the temporary exhib-
its were somewhat lackluster, and 
the day a little too warm for me to 
IXOO\�HQMR\�WKH�JDUGHQV��WKH�UHVW�RI�
The Huntington was fantastic and 
DOZD\V�ZRUWK�D�YLVLW��,�SDUWLFXODUO\�
HQMR\HG� LWV� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� $PHUL-
can art in the Virginia Steele Scott 
*DOOHULHV� DQG� WKH� LPSUHVVLYH� ��WK�
century portraits in the Thornton 
Portrait Gallery.

There is always so much to do 
DQG� VHH� RQ� WKH� H[WHQVLYH� JURXQGV�
of The Huntington. There are col-
lections of art and furniture span-
QLQJ�IURP�WKH�¿IWHHQWK�WR�WKH�WZHQ-
tieth century, a history of science 
hall, rare manuscripts, a humid and 
realistic recreation of a rainforest 
housed in a gigantic greenhouse 
and many more themed gardens. 

:KHQ�YLVLWLQJ��EH�VXUH� WR�ZHDU�
sensible shoes for walking the gar-
den paths and dress appropriately.

$V�SURP�VHDVRQ�UROOV�DURXQG�RQFH�DJDLQ��H[FLWHG�VWXGHQWV�EHJLQ�WR�SODQ�WKHLU�RXW¿WV�IRU�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�QLJKWV�RI�WKHLU�OLYHV��VFRSLQJ�RXW�WKH�ODWHVW�WUHQGV�DQG�IDVKLRQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRRUGLQDWH�DQ�
HTXDOO\�XQIRUJHWWDEOH�HQVHPEOH��6HQLRU�3DWULFN�/DPE�DQG�-XQLRU�6WHSKDQLH�&KDX�HDFK�VKRZ�RII�WKHLU�
LQGLYLGXDO�VW\OHV��GHPRQVWUDWLQJ�WKHLU�XQLTXH�VHQVHV�RI�IDVKLRQ�DQG�JLYLQJ�D�JOLPSVH�RI�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�
GDWHV¶�RXW¿WV�

With AP tests right around the corner, most stu-
GHQWV� VSHQG� WKHLU� UHPDLQLQJ� WLPH� LQWHQVLYHO\�
cramming for their exams. Naturally, the per-

IHFW�VWXG\�SDUW\�UHTXLUHV�WKH�LGHDO�VQDFN��7KLV�UHFLSH�LV�D�
popular Taiwanese dessert that will be sure to impress. 

Ingredients:
 ½ cup non-fat powdered milk
� ѿ�FXS�JUDQXODWHG�VXJDU
� ѿ�FXS�XQVDOWHG�EXWWHU��FXEHG
 pinch of salt
 1 egg yolk
 1 ½ inch thick slice of bread

The main ingredient is the bread, and it can’t be the 
NLQG�\RX�ZRXOG�¿QG�DW�WKH�VXSHUPDUNHW��,W�KDV�WR�EH�D�YHU\�
dense, Asian style toast. And to top it all off, it can’t be 
pre-sliced, because the slices made at the bakery are not 
thick enough to accommodate the other ingredients to 
come. What I do is go early in the morning when the local 
Asian bakery opens, rush in and ask for a loaf of bread 
before they slice it. I usually go to the Honey Bee Bakery 
LQ�WKH�SOD]D�RQ�2DN�DQG�/DV�7XQDV��,W�VKRXOGQ¶W�FRVW�PRUH�
than two dollars. 

Why bother with getting a different bread at all? Well 
WKH�$VLDQ�VW\OH�WRDVW�LV�SHUIHFWO\�VTXDUH��VRPHWKLQJ�,¶YH�\HW�
to see in a bread from the supermarket. The crust is a little 
tougher than that of regular white bread, which creates 
a crunchier texture. Also, the denser crumb of the bread 
makes it more durable to the ingredients to come. Any 
other kind of bread wouldn’t be able to withstand them.

2QFH�\RX�KDYH�REWDLQHG�\RXU�EUHDG�RI�FKRLFH��FXW�D���ò�
inch (more or less) slice off of it. Next, score a pound sym-
bol (#) deep into the bread, but not all the way through. 
This will allow the ingredients to permeate deep into the 
FUHYLFHV�RI�WKH�EUHDG�DQG�PDNH�LWV�RZQ�¿OOLQJ��3XW�LW�RQ�D�
plate and set it aside.

3UHKHDW�\RXU�WRDVWHU�RYHQ�WR�����GHJUHHV�
Assembling the paste is a snap. Simply throw in the 

butter, powdered milk, sugar, egg yolk and salt into a 
ERZO�DQG�FRPELQH�WKHP�WKRURXJKO\�ZLWK�\RXU�¿QJHUV��,W�
ZLOO�WDNH�DURXQG�¿YH�PLQXWHV�RI�FRQWLQXRXV�NQHDGLQJ�DQG�
should become a yellow paste.

This paste is good for two batches, so take half to put 
RQ� WKH�EUHDG�DQG�VWRUH� WKH� UHVW�FRYHUHG� LQ�D� UHIULJHUDWRU��

6SUHDG�LW�DOO�RYHU�WKH�EUHDG��PDNLQJ�VXUH�WR�FRYHU�WKH�YHU\�
edges and corners. If some seems to disappear into the 
EUHDG�� WKDW� LV�JRRG�EHFDXVH�LW�PHDQV�\RX¶YH�VFRUHG�\RXU�
EUHDG�FRUUHFWO\��%DNH�LQ�WKH�RYHQ�IRU�VL[�PLQXWHV��WKHQ�WXUQ�
it around 180 degrees and bake for another six minutes. 
6HUYH� LPPHGLDWHO\�� EULFN� WRDVW� GRHV� QRW� GR�ZHOO� RYHU� D�
long period of time. 

:KLOH�GHFRUDWLQJ�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�IRUHYHU�DORQH�
GLQQHU��EULFN�WRDVW�LV�D�EODQN�VODWH�MXVW�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�DGRUQ-
ment. Sprinkle on some powdered sugar, toss on a handful 
RI�GLFHG�IUHVK�IUXLW��GUL]]OH�VRPH�FRQGHQVHG�PLON�RU�GURS�
on a dollop of Nutella. What you end up with is the perfect 
snack for a study group.

By Elliot Wu
&KLHI�)LQDQFLDO�2I¿FHU

Consisting of bread, butter, egg, sugar and pow-
dered milk, the recipe list is deceptively simple.

PHOTO/ Elliot Wu

Weekend prices:
$GXOW�SULFHV�����
Student prices: $10

Weekend hours:
������D�P���������S�P�

�����2[IRUG�5RDG��
San Marino

!e Huntingon

Skinny ties work well 
ZLWK� ¿WWHG� VXLWV� DQG�
are all the rage this 
season, with Lamb’s 
white one offering a 

bold contrast to its 
dark surroundings.

Clutches are a staple during 
prom season, and Chau 
carries a modest one with 
just enough room for all of 
her essentials.

A simple, sparkly 
embellishment 
adds some fun 
to this timeless 
white gown 
and effectively 
accentuates the 
waist.

/DPE¶V� ¿WWHG�
pinstripe jacket 
gives his dark 
RXW¿W� VRPH� HGJH��
and his skinny, 
black dress pants 
complete it.

When sporting a skinny tie, the 
UHVW� RI� WKH� RXW¿W� VKRXOG� DOVR� EH�
VOHHN�DQG�¿WWHG��ZLWK�H[WUD�FDXWLRQ�
taken to ensure that the lapel and 
dress shirt collar are not too wide.

Chau opts for 
a white, classy 
evening gown with 
a bit of sparkle 
and a daring but 
elegant sweetheart 
neckline.

Remember Girls...

Remember Boys...
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R
ecently, I’ve been hearing many 

complaints from my peers con-

cerning the new remedial summer 

school policy and that it is extremely un-

IDLU��$QG�DOWKRXJK�DW�¿UVW� ,�ZDV� LQ�DJUHH-
ment, it turns out it’s not as bad as it seems, 

and I am now in favor of the new policy. 

The rumor going around is that now if 

you fail a class, you have to pay to take 

it over the summer to make it up. That’s 

not entirely true. The only circumstance in 

which you’d have to pay for a course is if 

you passed with a “D” or higher and want-

ed to get a better grade or take an entirely 

new course. That means for those who fail 

with an “F” grade will still be able to at-

tend summer school free of charge using 

funds from TCUSD, while those with a 

“D” will be required to pay as a “D” still 

earns credit.

In fact, it is illegal for any school to 

require money from a student if he or she 

failed the class with an “F.” This is how it 

has been for years; this isn’t changing.

Last year, students who earned a “D” or 

higher and retook a class for a better grade 

didn’t have to pay; this year, they do. Since 

a “D” or higher letter grade still earns cred-

it for the high school student, retaking the 

course for a better grade is purely optional 

(many students do so to improve their tran-

script for a better shot at college). 

Now, the thing that I didn’t know is 

that the Temple City Schools Foundation, 

a completely separate, third-party group, 

funded classes for those who wanted to 

improve their grade. 

With the economic times and pinch-

ing of both TCUSD’s and TCSF’s funds, 

TCSF can no longer provide the funds to 

run those classes, and students must pay 

the cost of $500 for a year-long course 

over the summer.

I completely agree with this change. It 

is wonderful that a separate organization 

striving to protect our city’s education has 

been providing these funds over the years, 

but they are in no way obligated. Times are 

tough, and they just simply cannot provide 

any more. In fact, many of the other school 

districts have been charging for the same 

make-up courses for years; we were just 

lucky enough to have received help in the 

¿UVW�SODFH�
So students need to stop blaming the 

district for “making me pay because I 

failed” because not only is that untrue, the 

district worked hard to even provide sum-

mer school for us this year. Originally, the 

district faced not being able to offer sum-

mer school at all. 

But, fortunately, the state provided the 

district with some specialized funds, and 

our district pushed summer school through 

and made it work. 

I know the district hasn’t necessarily 

always been on the students’ side, but this 

time is different. Be thankful we are even 

having summer classes this year and study 

a bit harder next time to not get that “C” or 

³'´�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH�
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By Jessica Meza

Opinion Editor

$�VH[�WDSH��DPSOH�DVVHWV�DQG�DQ�DI¿QLW\�IRU�PDNLQJ�KLGHRXV�IDFHV�ZKLOH�FU\LQJ��
.LP�.DUGDVKLDQ�KDV�GH¿QLWHO\�JRW�P\�HQGRUVHPHQW�IRU�WKH�PD\RU�RI�*OHQGDOH�

On April 21, Kardashian expressed serious interest in becoming the mayor of 

*OHQGDOH�RQ�KHU�VLVWHU¶V�UHDOLW\�VKRZ��VD\LQJ��³LW¶V��OLNH��$UPHQLDQ�WRZQ�´�7KH�IDFW�
that she’s probably one of the most famous Armenian-Americans makes her just 

about perfect for the job.

&HOHEULWLHV�DUH�QR�VWUDQJHUV�WR�SXEOLF�RI¿FH��&RQVLGHU�RXU�)RUPHU�*RYHUQRU�$U-
nold Schwarzenegger and Former President Ronald Reagan, who were both celebri-

ties before their political careers. But their experience is nothing when compared to 

Kim Kardashian’s natural talent and superior intelligence.

$PRQJ�KHU�PDQ\�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�WKDW�LQFOXGH�VH[�WDSH�VWDUGRP��EHLQJ�IDPRXV�IRU�
no reason and recording a song that everyone forgot after three days, she is com-

pletely hairless. 

“I am Armenian, so of course I am obsessed with laser hair removal!” She once 

famously said, “Arms, bikini, legs, underarms...my entire body is hairless.” After 

DOO��WKH�VPRRWKQHVV�RI�RQH¶V�VNLQ�LV�PRVW�GH¿QLWHO\�DQ�LQGLFDWLRQ�RI�RQH¶V�OHDGHUVKLS�
abilities. 

$GGLWLRQDOO\�� D�PD\RU�RI� D� FLW\�GH¿QLWHO\�QHHGV� WR�EH�FRPPLWWHG� WR�KLV�RU�KHU�
city. After all, who wants a mayor that would leave his or her city hanging during a 

FULVLV"�.LP�.DUGDVKLDQ�GH¿QLWHO\�IXO¿OOV�WKLV�UHTXLUHPHQW��,�PHDQ��VKH¶V�RQO\�EHHQ�
married twice. And her latest marriage lasted a whopping 72 days. That’s more than 

two months! 

-XVW�LPDJLQH�KRZ�WKH�FLW\�RI�*OHQGDOH�ZRXOG�ORRN�DIWHU�0D\RU�.DUGDVKLDQ�WDNHV�
RI¿FH��(YHU\RQH�ZRXOG�HDW�IDEXORXV�PHDOV��VPHOO�JRRG�DQG�ORRN�VW\OLVK��:KR�QHHGV�
D�PD\RU�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�WDNHV�FDUH�RI�D�FLW\�ZKHQ�HYHU\�EHG�LQ�*OHQGDOH�FRXOG�GRXEOH�
as a tanning bed and plastic surgery clinics could replace grocery stores?

1RW�RQO\�WKDW��EXW�VKH�GH¿QLWHO\�NQRZV�KHU�ZD\�DURXQG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�ZRUOG�WRR��
She and her sisters have their own fabulous clothing line at Sears and another one 

on the popular television shopping network QVC. So while your parents buy a new 

new power tools, you can pick up some clothes from the Kardashian clothing line.

Unfortunately, there’s no way that Kardashian can directly become the mayor 

because elected city council members decide who, among them, becomes the next 

PD\RU�RI�*OHQGDOH��+RZHYHU��EHFDXVH�RI�KHU�DPSOH�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�DQG�KHU�$UPHQLDQ�
descent, the odds may certainly be in her favor when the time comes for her to run 

for city council.

TEMPLE CITY HIGH SCHOOL

Ramp a g e
The articles expressed on the Opinion 
page express only the views of their re-
spective writers. In the case of an un-
VLJQHG�HGLWRULDO��WKH�DUWLFOH�UHÁHFWV�WKH�
views of the staff as a whole. Articles 
GR�QRW�UHÁHFW�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�
body or the administration. Letters to 
the Editor are welcome, but Rampage 
reserves the right to publish these at 
the discretion of the staff. They also 
may be edited in regard to space.

Editor-in-Chief

Humphrey Lin

Advisor

Wendy Van Thiel

News Editor

Debra Ma
Feature Editor

Chloe Lin

Focus Editor

Kyle Evanko

Opinion Editor

Jessica Meza

Entertainment Editor

Caroline Sun
Sports Editor

Justin Ulley

Photo Editor

Cody Luk

9501 E. Lemon Ave
Temple City, CA 91780

Staff Writers

Jonathan Aguilar
Janelle Capwell
Jessie Chen
Michael Collins
Adrian Dang
Angel Gonzales
Cynthia Lee

Exchange Editor

Benjamin Chan

&KLHI�)LQDQFLDO�2IÀFHU
Elliot Wu

Production Editor

Maggie Liu

Hugo Wong
Jacqueline Wong
Bryan Wu
Daniel Xu
Kelley Yao

Je!

 Sayin’

Kim Kardashian:  

Future  Mayor

of  Glendale 

New summer school 
tuition policy is fair

By Kyle Evanko 

Focus Editor

6SRUWV��,Q�WKH�DUWLFOH��³%DVHEDOO�WR�FRPSHWH�LQ�WRXUQDPHQW�´�Rampage mistak-

ingly wrote that the Rams were undefeated.

FOR THE RECORD
CARTOON/ Jacqueline Wong

Lower the drinking age to nineteen

The United States is one of the few coun-

tries that has a minimum legal drinking age of 

21. The vast majority of countries now have a 

drinking age of 18. So why do we make it 21? 

It’s not like this law protects us. On the con-

trary, I think it encourages dangerous behavior. 

So I propose that the drinking age be lowered 

to 19.

In the past few years, I have noticed un-

healthy trends, popular among young people 

that drink alcohol.  Some have been so desper-

ate to get drunk that they try methods like soak-

ing tampons in vodka and then using them. I 

¿QG�WKH� ODWHVW� WUHQG�RI�GULQNLQJ�KDQG�VDQLWL]HU�
particularly ridiculous and disgusting. Teenag-

ers don’t have access to alcohol, making them 

jump at any chance to try some. 

Lowering of legal drinking age would be 

EHQH¿FLDO�WR�WKH�VHFXULW\�RI�\RXWK��,I�WKH\�DUH�DO-
lowed to drink, they wouldn’t have to use these 

dangerous methods to try alcohol. In fact, many 

college presidents from prestigious schools like 

'DUWPRXWK��'XNH�DQG�-RKQV�+RSNLQV�KDYH�EHHQ�
lobbying for a lower drinking for several years 

now. They argue that it would reduce binge 

drinking. 

It would be much safer for underage students 

because many may be afraid that they will im-

plicate themselves for reporting an instance of 

alcohol poisoning. Since drinking would be 

open, people who need treatment could get help 

more easily.

When we think of alcohol in college, we 

think of shady parties in basements. But, per-

mitting youth to drink could promote respon-

sible drinking in social settings like sipping a 

little red wine at an art gallery.

A reason why American teenagers drink 

so recklessly is because they learn from their 

friends. In Italy, young people learn how to 

handle alcohol responsibly from their parents 

DQG�WKH\�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�OHVV�GULQNLQJ�UHODWHG�
SUREOHPV��0RQNH\�VHH��PRQNH\�GR��

Also, by decreasing the drinking age, we 

take away the thrill of breaking the law that 

often incites young people to try drinking. It 

would normalize drinking leading to moderate 

consumption. 

Upping the drinking age has not protected 

our youth. Instead, it has been counterproduc-

tive. If we really have the future generations’ 

best interest at heart, the best decision to make 

is to lower the drinking age to 19.

By Jessie Chen

Staff Writer



As I walk around campus, I can’t help but notice a va-
riety of styles, from those who try to blend in and wear 
what’s “in” at the moment, to others who want to do the 
exact opposite and stand out. 

From head to toe there are several things you can do 
to make your style unique among the crowd. Here’s a list 
of clothing and accessories which will help you catch the 
eyes of others.

Button-Ups:
You don’t have to 

save your collared 
shirts for formal 
occasions. Roll 
up the sleeves 
for a more 
casual look, 
or you could un-tuck the 
bottom and undo all those 
buttons for a more carefree 
appearance. Don’t hesitate to stray from solid colored 
shirts either; swap out an ordinary blue dress shirt for a 
plaid black, white or blue one to add an extra splash of 
FRORU�WR�\RXU�RXW¿W�

Another alternative to add more colors would be to 
wear a contrasting color t-shirt underneath an open button-
up, which is sure to grab the attention of those around you.

One amusing combination I’ve discovered, which I 
like to call the Clark Kent, is to wear a Superman t-shirt 
underneath a button-up shirt, then pop your button-up 
open as fast as possible and pump your chest out to reveal 
the Superman symbol underneath. It’s quite corny and will 
get you a few awkward glances, but the amusement and 
attention will be well worth it.

Watches and wristbands:
These small accessories do make quite a big difference. 

There are two types of watches you can pick from: digital 
and analog. Digital watches tend to be offered with more 
childish designs, so you can bring back nostalgia of the 
90s with a Reptar watch that you got 
from a Happy Meal awhile back.

Analog watches give off a 
more formal impression, so 
wear one of those if you 
want to be noticed as 
someone sophisticated 
or if you just want to 
look classy. Remember, you don’t have to shell out a lot 
of money for a watch that’ll stand out. Buying a G-Shock 
doesn’t necessarily make you unique, but it does mean 

you spent around $100 just for a watch. 
Wristbands are limitless in a variety of styles and col-

ors. You can show off your school pride with a TCHS 
wristband, or proudly wear a friendship bracelet a close 
friend made.

Color choice:
Colors are a key factor in standing out. Commonly 

seen colors like grey, dark blue and black are dull. In or-
der to stand out I suggest going 
with more unique colors such 
as maroon, teal, red and 
lighter greens. 

Make sure you 
don’t wear colors that 
are too bright, like hot 
pink, which cause people 
to squint their eyes in pain 
when they see you under the 
sunlight.

Don’t feel limited by any 
of these choices, and feel free to add your own personal 
touches with pins and necklaces. Show off your school 
pride by topping off with a green or gold hat. You can also 
swap out a bland pair of dark blue jeans for some gray 
jeans or khakis. Also, try wearing a pair of faded jeans for 
a unique style. 

By Adrian Dang 
Staff Writer
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Distinguish yourself with bold fashion statements

Stand out in interviews
6XPPHU�MREV�DUH�UDUH�WR�FRPH�E\�WKHVH�GD\V��7KHUHIRUH��LI�\RX�¿QG�WKH�SHU-

fect job opening–one that is close to you, with a decent wage and gives you just 
enough time between shifts to hit the beach–how will you land that coveted job?

The key to getting your foot in the door is a fantastic resume. A resume should 
be simple, yet engaging enough so that it holds the reader’s attention. Make sure 
to list all of the relevant items near the top.

“If you have a resume with experience that is related to what you’re doing,” 
FRXQVHORU�0V��0DULD�,RHOH�VDLG��³RU�LI�\RX¶UH�ÀXHQW�RU�HYHQ�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�LQ�D�
foreign language, that would be great.”

Before the interview, it’s good to know the company and job requirements. 
Check out the place beforehand and observe the people who may be your future 
coworkers and see what the job constitutes. Make sure that you are informed 
about the company, what they offer and as a bonus even the company mission 
statement and values. Companies prefer to hire people that genuinely enjoy their 
products and services.

Mistakes that people usually make in the interview can be easily avoided 
with a bit of foresight and common sense: don’t lie, be polite and dress nicely. 
Be appropriately attired for the position. Again, even if you wish to work at a 
restaurant, don’t arrive in a T-shirt and jeans.

³<RX�GRQ¶W�KDYH�WR�JR�LQ�D�SURP�GUHVV��EXW�QLFH�DWWLUH��GH¿QLWHO\�´�0V��,RHOH�
said. “Even if they are going to work at a place where they allow jeans, it doesn’t 
look good.”

Remove the more outrageous piercings and cover up tattoos. For the girls, 
make sure that jewelry and nail length are reserved. On the other hand, if you’re 
interviewing for a sales position at Hot Topic, maybe eyecatching jewelry and 
nail length will give you a boost.

During the interview, stay composed. Body language is extremely impor-
tant; don’t jiggle your leg because that may indicate nervousness. Be sure to sit 
straight, make eye contact and smile. Cracking a few jokes to lighten the mood 
LV�¿QH��EXW�WDNLQJ�LW�EH\RQG�WKDW�LV�D�GH¿QLWH�QR��6RPH�SODFHV�PD\�UHTXLUH�SRWHQ-
tial candidates to take math and English tests. 

What makes or breaks an interview, however, are your responses. There are 
JHQHUDOO\�¿YH�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�LQWHUYLHZHUV�DUH�VXUH�WR�WKURZ�LQ�

1. Tell me about yourself.
2. Why do you want to work here?
���:KDW�DUH�\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV"
4. What are your weaknesses and strengths?
5. What positive qualities will you bring to the company? 
“I think that sometimes students look for the perfect job, but we should have 

an open mind,” Ms. Ioele said. “Experience is experience, and having that di-
verse background will really help.”

By Kelley Yao 
Staff Writer

Liu heads to Taiwan for 
college and to be with family

Applying for college is stressful enough, but 
attending school in another country is a whole 
other story. 

With mixed feelings, Senior Aki Liu plans 
on attending college in Taiwan in hopes of ma-
joring in medicine. Liu’s decision to go to Tai-
wan wasn’t easy. 

Although she got accepted into UCLA, be-
ing there for her family is a top priority. 

“My dad’s a diplomat from Taiwan, and he 
had a three year term here in Southern Califor-
nia,” Liu said. “It just so happens that his term 
ends when I graduate. Because of that, my par-
ents persuaded me to move back with them and 
attend college in Taiwan.”

Liu has already applied to National Taiwan 
University, Taipei Medical University and 
Kaohsiung Medical University. 

“If I do get accepted into a medical school, 
it would take me about seven years to gradu-
ate,” Liu said. “I would love to come back to 
the states for graduate school.”

Liu had a lot of experience moving around. 
She was born in Taiwan, and, when she was 
two, she moved to San Francisco and stayed 
there for six years. She then moved back to 
7DLZDQ�DIWHU�¿QLVKLQJ�VHFRQG�JUDGH��/LX�VWD\HG�
there for four years, and, after sixth grade, she 
moved to Atlanta, Georgia and lived there for 
three years. She then came to Temple City for 
her sophomore year.

Heading to a different country seems like an 
adventure, but when it comes to leaving friends 
and relatives here in America, Liu will have to 
adjust once again.

In terms of staying in touch, Liu will rely on 
social networking sites, sending letters or pack-
ages back home and chatting on the phone.

Aside from leaving friends and family, one 
RI� WKH� EHQH¿WV� RI� DWWHQGLQJ� DQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
college is the cheaper tuition. For Liu, paying 
$7,000 for a college in Taiwan is more manage-
able than signing a check for $15,000 or more 
for UC’s. 

/RRNLQJ�IURP�D�¿QDQFLDO�SHUVSHFWLYH��JRLQJ�
to a college outside of the country seems like 
the best way to go, but there is always the is-
sue of culture shock. However for Liu, culture 
shock is the least of her worries. 

“I think I might have a bit of trouble in 
VFKRRO�WKH�¿UVW�IHZ�PRQWKV�EHFDXVH�HYHU\WKLQJ�
would be taught in Mandarin,” Liu said. “But in 
terms of culture, I’ve lived in Taiwan for a few 
years, so I don’t think adjusting to the social en-
vironment will be that big of a problem.”

The important thing to remember is that ad-
mission varies for different international col-
leges. It’s important to do extensive research if 
you are serious about applying to a college out 
of the country.

“I think it’s a really cool experience,” Liu 
said. “I think going out of the country is a bit 
more exciting. It’s a chance to go out there and 
see more of the world.”

By Bryan Wu 
Staff Writer

PHOTO/ Kelley Yao

Senior Aki Liu takes challenging courses like AP 
Calculus AB to prepare for her studies in medicine.  

PHOTOS/ Adrian Dang 



Adorned with rainbow buttons, bracelets and pins, 
Senior Andrew Agajanian walks down the hall-
ways with his head held high, proud to be an 

openly gay American teenager. 
Coming out to peers in high school is not something 

that every gay person is capable of doing, but for Agaja-
nian, the support of friends and family made it easier. He 
¿UVW�FDPH�RXW�WR�KLV�EHVW�IULHQG�GXULQJ�KLV�VRSKRPRUH�\HDU��

³$W�¿UVW��,�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�VFDUHG�DERXW�>FRPLQJ�RXW@��,�
GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�KRZ�HYHU\RQH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�LW��,�KDG�WDON-
ed to my mom, and she was for it,” Agajanian said. “After 
,�FDPH�RXW��D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�DFFHSWHG�PH��DQG�LW�IHOW�JRRG�´�

Announcing his sexual orientation has affected him in 
PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�ZD\��,W�KDV�SXW�KLV�OLIH�LQ�SHUVSHFWLYH��DOORZ-
ing him to be more comfortable in his own skin, instilling 
FRQ¿GHQFH�DQG�YLJRU��

“Coming out has freed me; it’s enabled me to become 
more in tune with myself and more in tune with people 
around me,” Agajanian said. “For me, it’s this new thing 
WKDW�,�GLVFRYHUHG�DERXW�P\VHOI��<RX�GLVFRYHU�D�ORW�RI�WKLQJV�

DERXW�\RXUVHOI�WKURXJKRXW�\RXU�OLIH��,�WKLQN�LW¶V�MXVW�DQRWKHU�
step in life’s path.” 

As an openly gay teenager, sometimes life can get con-
IXVLQJ�DQG�GLI¿FXOW��:KHQ�WLPHV�JHW�WRXJK��HYHU\RQH�QHHGV�
a support system. For Agajanian, his mom is the leader of 
his support team.

³0\�PRP�KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�D�SHUVRQ� ,�FDQ�JR� WR��:H�
have a really great relationship, we talk a lot, we have our 
RZQ�PRPHQWV�´�$JDMDQLDQ�VDLG��³6KH�KDV�WDNHQ�PH�WR�:HVW�
Hollywood for Pride Parades. She has really done a lot.” 

Opening up to society has given Agajanian the cour-
age to get involved in extracurricular activities that he 
normally would not have joined if he weren’t comfortable 
in his own skin. He is currently a second year member 
RI�$GYDQFHG�'UDPD��D�¿UVW�\HDU�PHPEHU�RI�%ULJKWHU�6LGH�
Singers and he has been a member of the Gay Straight Al-
liance for two years.

Coming out taught Agajanian lessons that will help 
him face challenges throughout his life. He is now able to  
overcome everyday adversities.

“No matter how hard it gets, no matter what the day 
WKURZV�DW�\RX��HYHU\WKLQJ�ZLOO�EH�EHWWHU��,�NQRZ�,�KDYH�KDG�
P\�XSV�DQG�GRZQV�´�$JDMDQLDQ�VDLG��³,�KDYH�KDG�SHULRGV�
ZKHUH�,�ZDV�KRUULEO\�GRZQ�RQ�P\�OXFN��1RZ�DW�WKLV�WLPH��
,¶P�HODWHG��,�WKLQN�WKDW�DV�ORQJ�DV�\RX�ZDLW�LW�RXW��HYHU\-
thing will get better.”

For information on how to react if someone comes out 
to you, visit www.dosomething.org/actnow/actionguide/

how-deal-when-someone-comes-out-you.

2XWJRLQJ�SHRSOH�DUH�IULHQGO\�DQG�DSSURDFKDEOH��%HLQJ�D�IULHQGO\�DQG�RSWLPLVWLF�SHU-
son isn’t hard to do, and it’s easy if you try.  Some people try to talk to others out of their 
inner circles, while others greet strangers with a pleasant smile at homeless shelters. 

FOCUS RAMPAGE
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By Janelle Capwell 
Staff Writer

Senior Agajanian proudly shows true colors 

Go out of your way for a smile
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“Help out wherever you can. Start 

conversations with random people, 

and just think that we can make the 

world a better place if everybody was 

outgoing. I go to homeless shelters 

to learn how to be friendly with 

everyone.” 

~Junior Brandon Kuo

“Don’t be a shy or awkward  person and 

say ‘hi.’ Eventually they’ll open up, and 

you’ll be friends. You shouldn’t force 

yourself to be outgoing to try to seem 

cool, you should do it to meet new 

people and be an example to 

others.”

~Sophomore Celene Chang

“It someone isn’t outgoing, you should 

talk to them until they start to open up. 

Be pleasant, smile, compliment and 

encourage a person. If you are in an 

uncomfortable situation, act like you’re 

having a good time. Be excited about 

whatever you are doing.”

~Senior John Wardlaw

PHOTOS/ Angel Gonzales 

Kindergarten: the devilish years between 
beast and human-hood. Although I never 
want to relive those nightmarish days of pot-
W\�WUDLQLQJ�DQG�¿QJHU�SDLQWLQJ��,¶YH�JRW�WR�VD\�
that Kindergarten has taught me some of the 
most important lessons in my life. Of the few 
grains of knowledge I have obtained during 
P\� VKRUW� ��� \HDUV� RQ� WKLV� SODQHW�� .LQGHUJDUWHQ� KDV� SURYLGHG�PH�ZLWK� WKH�
PRVW�HVVHQWLDO��,�OHDUQHG�WKDW�FDWV�DUH�QRW�GRJV��WKDW�FU\LQJ�GRHVQ¶W�JHW�\RX�
anything except a spanking and the list goes on. But one extraordinary thing 
I learned was that people love to hide.
)RU�ZKDWHYHU�UHDVRQ��NLGV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�DQ�DI¿QLW\�IRU�FUDZOLQJ�LQWR�GDUN��

tight spaces and disappearing off the face of the earth temporarily. Hide-and-
seek in Kindergarten was an exhilarating experience. To avoid being discov-
HUHG��P\�IHOORZ�WLQ\�SHHUV�ZRXOG�¿QG�WKH�VPDOOHVW�FUHYLFH�LQ�WKH�PRVW�XQOLNHO\�
SODFHV�WR�KLGH�LQ��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�UHDO�FRQFHUQ�IRU�SHUVRQDO�VDIHW\��2Q�PRUH�WKDQ�
RQH�RFFDVLRQ��7LPP\�ZRXOG�EDQJ�KLV�KHDG��DQG�KLV�FU\LQJ�ZRXOG�JLYH�DZD\�
his location.
6RPH�SHRSOH��OLNH�-RKQQ\��OLNHG�KLGLQJ�IRU�DQRWKHU�UHDVRQ��7RR�PDQ\�WLPHV�

,�KDYH�ZDONHG�LQWR�ZKDW�,�SUHVXPHG�WR�EH�D�GHVHUWHG�URRP��RQO\�WR�KDYH�KLP�
MXPS�RXW�IURP�EHKLQG�WKH�GRRU�DQG�PDNH�PH�EXUVW�LQWR�WHDUV��7KHQ��,�ZRXOG�
WHOO�RQ�KLP��DQG�KH�ZRXOG�JHW�VSDQNHG��
0\�EURWKHU�ZDV�DQ�H[FHOOHQW�KLGHU��EXW�DQRWKHU�W\SH��+H�GLGQ¶W�¿QG�WLJKW�

VSDFHV�WR�FUDZO�LQ��EXW�UDWKHU��KH�ZRXOG�KLGH�KLV�SUL]HG�SRVVHVVLRQV�IURP�WKH�
JUHHG\�¿QJHUV�RI�WKH�RXWVLGH�ZRUOG��ZHOO��SUHGRPLQDQWO\�PH���)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ��
P\�PRP��P\�GDG�DQG�,�ZRXOG�IUHTXHQWO\�VWXPEOH�XSRQ�FDQG\�EDUV�RQ�ERRN-
VKHOYHV�RU�FRLQV�DQG�UROOHG�XS�ELOOV�LQ�.RGDN�¿OP�FDVHV��%XW�WKLV�KDELW�FDXVHG�
KLP�TXLWH�D�IHZ�KHDUWEUHDNV��+H�ZRXOG�IRUJHW�DERXW�KLV�VHFUHW�FDQG\�EDU��DQG�
DV�WKH�VXPPHU�KHDW�FDPH�LQ�LW�ZRXOG�WXUQ�LQWR�D�VWLFN\��JRRH\�PHVV��2WKHU�
WLPHV��P\�SDUHQWV�ZRXOG�WKURZ�DZD\�WKHVH�³HPSW\´�¿OP�FDVHV��PXFK�WR�WKH�
dismay of my brother.
,Q�D�ZD\��ZH¶YH�QHYHU�UHDOO\�RXWJURZQ�RXU�JRRG�ROG�.LQGHUJDUWHQ�KDELWV��

:H�VWLOO�ORYH�WR�KLGH��ZKHWKHU�WR�DYRLG�JHWWLQJ�GLVFRYHUHG��WR�VFDUH�VRPHRQH�
or to conceal our beloved trinkets.
$OULJKW��VR�ZK\�LV�WKLV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJV�,�OHDUQHG"�:HOO�LI�

\RX�GRQ¶W�JHW�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH�RXW�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH��UHPHPEHU�WKLV��QR�PDWWHU�ZKHUH�
RU�ZKDW�\RX�KLGH��\RX�RU�LW�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�FRPH�RXW��RQH�ZD\�RU�DQRWKHU�
,¶YH�KLG�SOHQW\�RI�WLPHV�LQ�P\�OLIH��,�KLG�IURP�WKH�SULQFLSDO�DIWHU�,�WKUHZ�D�

SLHFH�RI�LFH�DW�D�NLG�DQG�PDGH�KLP�EOHHG��,�KLG�IURP�P\�SDUHQWV�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�
,�KDG�D�JLUOIULHQG�DQG�,�KLG�P\�ZDOOHW��WKLFN�ZLWK�FDVK��IURP�D�IULHQG�LQ�QHHG��
But all this hiding just made things a thousand times more awkward when the 
secrets came out.
,�VKRXOG¶YH�OHDUQHG�D�OHVVRQ�IURP�7LPP\¶V�EUXLVH��-RKQQ\¶V�VSDQNLQJ�DQG�

P\�EURWKHU¶V� WHUUL¿HG��DOEHLW�KLODULRXV��H[SUHVVLRQ�ZKHQ�KH�UHDOL]HG�KH�KDG�
lost all his fortune. But the Kindergartener inside of me still prompts me to 
¿QG�WKH�GDUNHVW�FUHYLFH�WR�FUDZO�LQ�HYHU\�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�
%XW�,¶P�JHWWLQJ�EHWWHU��,�QR�ORQJHU�KLGH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�,�HQMR\�FRXQWU\�PXVLF��

WKDW�,�VLQJ�LQ�WKH�VKRZHU��WKDW�,�FULHG�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�³7LWDQLF´�DQG�WKDW�,¶P�DF-
WXDOO\�RQO\��¶� �́�7KH�WUXWK�ZLOO�FRPH�RXW�VRPH�GD\��VR�QR�SRLQW�LQ�KLGLQJ�DQ\�
longer.

PHOTO/ Janelle Capwell 
After coming out, Senior Andrew Agajanian joined 
both Advanced Drama and Brighter Side Singers. 

By Angel Gonzales
Staff Writer

Off the Wall...
Anecdotes and Observations

    Humphrey Lin
    Editor-in-Chief



Rolling up their sleeves and preparing them-
selves to get to work on the dirty patio behind Room 
405, the members of the Environmental Club carry 
and arrange new potted plants and furniture, trans-
forming the area into a sanctuary for both students 
and staff.

The members’ vision is for people to spend more 
time appreciating the aesthetics of nature and the 
environment, a goal they share with the Fairchild 
Challenge.

Originally, the 
Environmental Club 
had  plans to create 
a container garden 
¿OOHG�ZLWK�&DOLIRUQLDQ�
plants while Ms. Rob-
in Brannum served as 
their advisor. When 
she retired in Decem-
ber and Mr. Scott Ran-
dles took over as the 
Environmental Club 
advisor, they found 
that the idea of grow-
ing plants in pots did 
not work out.

Instead, the Vice 
President of the club, 
Junior Michelle Lu-
ong,  gave an idea 
about participating in 
one of the options of 
the Fairchild Challenge. 

“That area was a real mess so [the Environmental 
Club] wanted to do something do clean up the place, 
as well as participate in the Fairchild Challenge,” 
advisor Mr. Randles said. “I think it also seemed 
OLNH�D���YHU\�QDWXUDO�¿W��EHFDXVH�WKH�&KDOOHQJH�FRU-
responds well with Environmental Club’s mission, 
and this project would serve to honor the work of 
Ms. Brannum [the garden’s namesake] at the same 
time.”

With that goal of rebuilding the garden and patio 

in mind, Environmental Club visited and purchased 
some plants from the Theodore Payne Foundation, 
D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�UXQV�D�QXUVHU\�VSHFLDO-
L]LQJ�LQ�ZLOGÀRZHUV�DQG�SODQWV�QDWLYH�WR�&DOLIRQLD��
They also went to Home Depot for the patio furni-
ture.

�7KH�FOXE�PHPEHUV�XVHG�SUL]H�PRQH\� IURP� WKH�
two previous Fairchild Challenges to make this proj-
ect happen.

“We cleaned the surrounding area and put in new 
indigenous plants,” Junior Chelsea Duong said. “We 

wanted to plant them 
like how they were be-
fore.”

After the club 
bought all the plants 
and furniture, the 
members took a day 
from their spring break 
to plant everything in 
the garden. Through 
the whole day of sweat 
and toil, the club mem-
bers moved the shed, 
cleared the garbage 
and weeds in order to 
make room for the new 
additions.

“We learned that 
WKH� WDVN� ZDV� GLI¿FXOW�
and sometimes we just 
wanted to go home, but 
we managed to pull it 
off,” President of Envi-

ronmental Club Whitney Ngo said. “It is important 
for people to get out and experience a connection 
with nature, and enjoy it to the fullest.”

The club also created a brochure as part of its en-
try into the Fairchild Challenge. 

For the last few years, Environmental Club has 
EHDXWL¿HG�WKH�FDPSXV�E\�FOHDQLQJ�XS�WKH�JDUGHQ�DU-
eas in the 100 and 200 buildings, 

The Huntington Fairchild Challenge spreads en-
vironmental awareness, and Temple City has won 
this challenge in 2010 and 2011.

The strong wind buffets the small group of Temple 
City juniors as they struggle up the last few steps of 
the Great Wall of China; the breathtaking sight of 

endless hills and lush vegetation makes up for the weather 
and their exhaustion as they look down from the top of this 
DPD]LQJ�PRQXPHQW��

“It seemed magical; this piece of wall was built from so 
long ago yet it still stands today,” Junior Eric Chen said. 
“The steps were really steep and scary, but all in all it was 
a great experience to see what it felt like back then.”

A small group of students, Juniors Calvin Chan, Kyle 
Chan, Eric Chen, Josh Chun, Brandon Kuo, Dennis Lee,  
Briana Li, Karen Liang, Janice Ly and Sean Niwa, chose 
to spend their spring break touring China and immersing 

themselves in 

its culture by applying what they have learned in the past 
few years about the country and its language. 

The trip began on April 1, and along with the Mandarin 
teacher, Ms. Susan Zheng, the group travelled the east-
ern half of the country and hit three major cities: Beijing, 
Shanghai and Xi’an. 

Besides the Great Wall of China, their voyages allowed 
them to visit many sites that they encountered in their 
textbooks, including Tiananmen Square, the Jade Buddha 
Temple, the Summer Palace, Forbidden City, the Temple 
of Heaven and the Terracotta Army, located in Xi’an.

“[Xi’an was my favorite place] because the activities 
we did there were more about the history, unlike Shanghai, 
which was more commercial and more modern,” Chan 
said. “It was more interesting to see.”

At Beijing, students ate dinner at traditional Chinese 
compound and, later, asked the cook questions about his 
profession. Their tour guide, a native of Xi’an, also nar-
rated stories about living in the country as he drove the 
students around. Their experiences there exposed them to 
the differences between their lives in the United States and 
those in China.

“The people and how they live, I think, struck me as 
different. Even though we were sheltered in 
our tour group, we could still see the lives the 
people had to endure. You see the slums, 
and so that struck me,” Lee said. “I 
mean, I already knew about it but to 
see it is different. That’s probably the 

thing I remember most in China.”
Besides touring, the students shopped in Shanghai, 

watched an acrobatics show, practiced tai-chi, took a ride 
on a rickshaw and biked on the city wall of Xi’an. 

Of course, going to a foreign country meant that speak-
ing the language was a must. Even though their tour was 
directed towards English speakers, it was still necessary 
for them to speak Mandarin when interacting with locals, 
whether to shop or meet new people.

“[A couple of guys and I] had a gentleman’s wager to 
see who could get a picture with the prettiest girl,” Lee 
said. “We had to use Chinese to talk to them to try and get 
a picture with them.”

For some students, the rare opportunity of visiting Chi-
na with friends was an escape and allowed them to get 
closer than they ever thought they would.

“I miss the times we had together. Lao shi [Chinese for 
teacher] was really relaxed and we saw a new side of her. I 
miss the times when we could wake up in the morning and 
see each other right away,” Chen said. “Basically, we just 
chilled with each other, ran around half-naked in our box-
er, locked people out and made jokes about each other.”

Their time in China goes to show that students intend-
ing to take a language for three 

or four years should take ad-
vantage of the school’s 

cultural immersion 
program.
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Chinese textbook comes to life for juniors
By Maggie Liu 
Production Editor

During lunch, many students enjoy socializing 
and eating in the comfort of Brannum’s Courtyard.

With carry-on luggage in hand and anticipation high for the upcom-
ing nine days, 26 eager students from Brighter Side, three from Con-
cert Choir and one from DragonFlicks stepped off the plane in Virginia 
to begin their East Coast tour from Mar. 29 to April 7.

6PLWKVRQLDQ�7RXUV��ZKLFK�RUJDQL]HG�WKLV�WULS��WRRN�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WR�
see a number of attractions. Between singing spontaneously in front 
of historic monuments and learning about the history behind them, the 
students immersed themselves in the East Coast.

Students traveled to Virginia, Boston, D.C, Philadelphia and New 
York, visiting famous attractions such as the Statue of Liberty and 
Busch Gardens. The group burst into song in front of crowds at places 
like Jamestown, performing renditions of classics such as “God Bless 
America,” “There’s a Place for Us” and “Boy from New York City.”

“It was really great to perform near national monuments because 
people liked the way that we sang,” Junior Christina Lam said. “Some 
people even recorded us, and it was like we were famous.” 

In New York, the students attended a workshop and learned how to 
dance and sing to “Steal Your Rock N’ Roll” from the musical “Mem-
phis,” which is about a man who strives to implement African Ameri-
FDQ�URFN�DQG�UROO�PXVLF�RQ�WKH�UDGLR�GXULQJ�WKH�����V��%U\DQ�/DQJOLW]��
who was a part of the ensemble cast, taught the class. After watching 
the musical itself, the students received autographs from the cast.

At the John Lennon memorial in Central Park, the students sang 
³,PDJLQH�´�7KHUH��WKH\�PHW�D�PDQ�QDPHG�*DU\�ZKR�JDWKHUHG�WKH�ÀRZ-
ers people threw out and arranged them on the monument. He gave a 
brief summary of John Lennon’s life story. 

³7KH�PHPRULDO�ZDV�GHFRUDWHG�ZLWK�ÀRZHUV��DSSOHV�DQG�FXWH�VWXIIHG�
animals. It wasn’t exactly silent, there was a low murmur of sound and 
when we started singing everyone became quiet,” Senior Stella Yuan 
said. “Maybe it was just me, but I felt a little emotional when we were 
singing thinking about how all of these people were here still honoring 
him and thinking about him.”

By practicing their singing skills and becoming more knowledge-
able about their nation’s history, the students bonded with each other 
and also grew individually as performers.

³2YHU�WRXU�ZDV�ZKHQ�LW�UHDOO\�NLFNHG�LQ�IRU�PH��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�,�KDYH�
so few performances left as a senior, so I decided to really enjoy each 
and every one and to give it my all,” Senior Rachel Ger said. “I think 
that really brought out the best performer in me, especially since we al-
ways performed in front of random strangers that we had to win over.”

Performers sing their 
way on the East Coast
By Caroline Sun
Entertainment Editor

Students spruce up patio 
By Hugo Wong
Staff Writer
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$V�WKH�%R\V�DQG�*LUOV�9DUVLW\�6ZLP�VHDVRQ�¿QLVKHV�
with solid league records of 3-2 and 2-3, respectively, 
the teams aim to win Rio Hondo League next year. 

7KH� VZLP� WHDP� VWDUWHG� WKH� VHDVRQ�ZLWK� FRQ¿GHQFH�
and high expectations as they defeated Monrovia in the 
¿UVW�OHDJXH�PHHW��SURYLQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUN�LQ�RIIVHD-
son had paid off. 

“We really 
wanted to start the 
season strong and 
improve our record 
compared to last 
year,” Sophomore 
Finnel Wang said. 
³:H� NQHZ� WKDW�
our dedication and 
summer training 
would surely help 
us in our meets.”

The Rams con-
tinued to train vig-
orously, aware that 
South Pasadena 
would be a tough ri-
val. The team came 
RXW�VWURQJ�WDNLQJ�DQ�
early lead, but the 
Tigers caught up 
beating the girls. 
However, the boys 
clinched a victory 
when they secured 
second and third place in the last relay of the meet.

³2XU�WHFKQLTXHV�ORRNHG�JRRG�DQG�ZH�ZHUH�DOO�RQ�WKH�
same page against South Pasadena,” Sophomore Kevin 
Wang said. “The victory showed how much we have im-
proved as individuals and a team.”

As the season progressed, the teams had to adjust to 
touch pads placed on the starting wall of the pool at San 
Marino and La Cañada for more accurate times. The 
Rams lost to the San Marino Titans and La Cañada Spar-
WDQV��EXW�ERXQFHG�EDFN�ZLWK�D�ZLQ�DJDLQVW�%ODLU�9LNLQJV�

in the last meet of the season. 
Overall, the swim team did fairly well in league con-

sidering that there was less experience on varsity this 
season compared to last year.

“The new varsity members trained hard and adapted 
TXLFNO\� WR� IDVWHU�SDFHG� UDFHV�´�6HQLRU�)UDQN�+VX�VDLG��
“This helped us replace great swimmers from last year 
OLNH�1LFROH�+DX�DQG�)LOLS�'DMNRYLFK�´

The boys had 
one more win this 
year, beating South 
Pasadena, placing 
third in league, 
while the girls end-
ed with a record of 
2-3. 

One factor that 
contributed to the 
teams’ successes 
were the variety 
of main sets dur-
ing practice. This 
allowed swim-
mers to not only 
focus on freestyle, 
but improve their 
IRUPV� LQ� EDFN-
VWURNH�� EXWWHUÀ\�
DQG�EUHDVWVWURNH�

“This year, we 
didn’t just have 
one long main set; 
instead, we had a 
few short main sets 

during practice,” Junior Yo Yo Hong said. “This made 
practice more fun and helped us perform well in differ-
ent races during meets.”

The fairly young swimmers now have more experi-
HQFH�DQG� ORRN� IRUZDUG� WR� WUDLQLQJ�DQG�ZLQQLQJ� OHDJXH�
next year. 

“With our young Varsity members gaining experi-
ence and intense training,” Junior Jessica Wada said. 
“We will have a high chance to perform well and im-
prove our record next year.”
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Swim looks to improve off  of  season
By Jonathan Aguilar
Staff Writer

Tennis slams through competition

Sports Schedule

Ending the Pro Bowl is 
the best decision for NFL
By Justin Ulley
Sports Editor

,Q�UHFHQW�ZHHNV��WKHUH¶V�EHHQ�PXFK�WDON�LQ�WKH�1)/�DERXW�
suspending the Pro Bowl for the upcoming 2012-2013 sea-
son and possibly further years to come.

7KH�3UR�%RZO��KHOG�D�ZHHN�EHIRUH�WKH�6XSHU�%RZO��
PDWFKHV�WKH�WRS�SOD\HUV�IURP�WKH�1)&�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWDUV�RI�
WKH�$)&��7KH�ERZO�LV�RIWHQ�FRQVLGHUHG�D�MRNH�JDPH��ZLWK�
PDQ\�RI�WKH�VHOHFWHG�SOD\HUV�RQO\�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�WKH�QLFH�SD\-
out and the free trip to Hawaii, where the game is held. 

The participants usually play well below their ability, 
often running slower, hitting softer and overall not putting 
much effort into the game. One of the biggest reasons the 
athletes do not play to their potential is because they do not 
ZDQW�WR�ULVN�JHWWLQJ�LQMXUHG�IRU�D�JDPH�WKDW�GRHVQ¶W�FRXQW�
WRZDUGV�WKHLU�VHDVRQ��%HFDXVH�RI�WKLV�ODFN�RI�HIIRUW��PDQ\�
SOD\HUV�PLVV�HDV\�WDFNOHV�RU�LQWHUFHSWLRQV��DQG�WKH�¿QDO�VFRUH�
usually comes out to be some high number rarely seen on a 
regular season-game scoreboard.

The Pro Bowl is not a big hit with the fans either. At 
the 2012 Pro Bowl, attendance was sparse, and those that 
DWWHQGHG�EHJDQ�WR�ERR�GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�LQWHQVLW\�RQ�WKH�
¿HOG��7KH�UDWLQJV�DW�KRPH�DUHQ¶W�WKH�JUHDWHVW�DV�ZHOO��3HRSOH�
watch it, but it doesn’t generate as many views as a normal 
game would, with viewership this year dropping 8.1 percent. 
Money is also considered when determining whether to drop 
WKH�3UR�%RZO��+DZDLL�SD\V�RXW�RQO\����PLOOLRQ�WR�WKH�1)/�WR�
have the game and the tourism it brings to the state. That’s 
QRW�D�KXJH�FKXQN�RI�UHYHQXH��FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�OHDJXH�PDNHV�
around $9 billion each year.

&OHDUO\�WKH�1)/�QHHGV�WR�HQG�WKH�ORQJ��EXW�TXLFNO\�G\LQJ�
tradition of the Pro Bowl. When players are only participat-
LQJ�IRU�D�QLFH�FKHFN�DQG�D�WULS�WR�+DZDLL�DQG�SXW�PLQLPDO�
HIIRUW�LQWR�WKH�JDPH��LW�QHHGV�WR�HQG��7KLV�ODFN�RI�HIIRUW�
PDNHV�WKH�OHDJXH�ORRN�EDG��DQG�WKH�IDQV�GRQ¶W�DSSUHFLDWH�LW�
either, as seen from viewer ratings and what occurred at this 
previous season’s bowl. Finally, when there’s no real income 
involved, someone needs to realize that the Pro Bowl is just 
QRW�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�

PHOTO/ Janelle Capwell

Swimming ahead: Senior Michael McPhillips swims butterfly in the meet 
against Blair. Swim plans to build off of this season to win league next year.   

Win:

Softball
5-16-0

Loss:

Boys 
Volleyball
9-7-0

Swim 
N/A

Boys
Tennis
11-3-0

Apr. 24
@Monrovia

3:30 p.m.

Apr. 13
@La Cañada 

Win

Apr. 20
@San Marino

Loss

Apr. 24
@Monrovia 

Win

Apr. 27
@So. Pasadena 

Win

May 02
RHL Prelims
/LYH�2DN�3DUN�

May 03
RHL Finals 

/LYH�2DN�3DUN�

 Apr. 12
@Blair

 3:15 p.m. 

Apr. 19
@San Marino

3:15 p.m. 

Apr. 26
@So. Pasadena

3:15 p.m.

Apr. 28
San Gabriel

Championship 

May 01
RHL Prelims

@So. Pasadena 

May 04
RHL Finals

@So. Pasadena 

Apr. 12
v. So. Pasadena

Win

Apr. 17
@Gabrielino

Loss

Apr. 19
v. La Cañada 

Win

Apr. 24
@San Marino

Win

Apr. 27
CV Tournament

Away

Apr. 28
CV Tourn.

Away

Mar. 28
v. So. Pasadena

3:30 p.m

Apr. 12
@San Marino

3:30 p.m

Apr. 19
@La Cañada

3:30 p.m.

Apr. 26
v. Blair

3:30 p.m.

May 02
RHL Prelims

Away

May 04
RHL Finals

Away

Apr. 10
v. So. Pasadena

3:00 p.m. 

Apr. 12 
v. La Cañada

3:00 p.m. 

Apr. 17
v. Monrovia

3:00 p.m. 

Apr. 24
v. San Marino

3:00 p.m. 

Apr. 26
v. So. Pasadena

3:00 p.m. 

May 05-03
RHL Finals

TBA 

Apr. 27
@So. Pasadena

Loss

Apr. 30
@ La Cañada

Loss

May 02
v. La Cañada

cancelled

May 08
v. San Marino

3:30 p.m. 

May 10
v. Monrovia

3:30 p.m. 

Apr. 20
@San Marino

Win

Apr. 24
v. Monrovia

Loss

Apr. 27
@So. Pasadena

Win

May 02
v. La Cañada

Win

May 08
v. San Marino

3:30 p.m.

May 10
v. Monrovia

3:30 p.m.

Boys 
Baseball
18-3-1

Track 
and 
Field
N/A

Golf
4-8-0

The Boys Varsity Tennis team  
swept through the competi-
WLRQ� ZLWK� D� VWUHDN� WKDW� OHG�

them to the Rio Hondo League Fi-
nals and California Interscholastic 
Federation playoffs. 

The Rams secured six victories 
to date in league. The boys started 
this year off strong by winning the 
majority of matches in preseason. 
The singles and doubles teams per-
formed well with only a few losses, 
ZKLFK� UDQNHG�PDQ\� RI� WKH� SOD\HUV�
highly in the C.I.F. playoffs. 

“Our team is playing really 
strongly,” Senior Justin Lin said. 
“We’ve had a few good victories 
against the estimated number three 
team; the top teams [in the league 
WRXUQDPHQW@� VKRXOG� GH¿QLWHO\� EH�
within reach.”

Players from the team usually 
PDNH�LW�WR�&�,�)��DV�D�VLQJOHV�SOD\HU�
or as a doubles team, depending on 
WKHLU� UDQNLQJV�� ,Q� &�,�)��� D� VLQJOHV�
player may be paired up with a dou-
bles player whose season partner 
GLG� QRW�PDNH� WKH� FXW��'HVSLWH� WKLV�
VHWEDFN�� PRVW� QHZ� GRXEOHV� WHDPV�
perform well in the playoffs. 

“I hope we get to the elimination 
round,” Junior Alex Cheung said. 
“You might have to play each other. 
It depends on who you beat because 
you get put into random pools.”

The team gained three new 
players this year including Fresh-
man Bryan Wei, who is one of the 

only freshman on any varsity team. 
Many of the other players are un-
derclassman including Sophomore 
Brent Hong, a new singles addition 
to the team who joined Sophomores 
Brian Lai, Johnny Wang and Ray-
mond Wu. The underclassman held 
their own even against the upper-
classman of the opposition, doing 
just as well as their veteran team-
mates.

³>%HLQJ�RQ�WKH�WHDP@�LV�GH¿QLWH-
ly a learning experience,” Lai said. 
“We try to learn from the upper-
classman. Hopefully my class will 
be able to lead the team when we’re 
up there.”

The addition of a coach also 

aided in the team’s success. Varsity 
&RDFK�1DWKDQ�&KLX�KHOSHG�WKH�WHDP�
train after previously being one of 
the Junior Varsity Coaches. He now 
assists Head Coach Savay Lieu.

7KH� WHDP� ZRUNHG� FRQVWDQWO\� WR�
¿[� DQ\� ÀDZV� LQ� LWV� SHUIRUPDQFH��
One of the main problems that 
SODJXHG�WKH�5DPV�ZDV�WKH�ODFN�RI�D�
strong connection between some of 
the players, partly due to the differ-
ence in age and seniority.

“It’s a challenge to have team 
VSLULW�� EXW� ZH� KDYH� EHHQ� ZRUNLQJ�
on it to improve,” Lin said. “When 
we’re out there, we want to let the 
WHDP�ZRUN� DV� D�ZKROH� WR� OHW� WKHP�
NQRZ�WKDW�ZH¶UH�WKHUH�IRU�WKHP�´

Smooth Swing: Senior Terrence Sun prepares to send a return against South 
Pasadena. This victory helped lead him and others on the team to C.I.F.

PHOTO/ Benjamin Chan

By Benjamin Chan
Exchange Editor


