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Library finds

By Max Clark
Exchange Editor

Junior Kyle Mac was pleasantly
surprised after receiving a notice from
the library regarding a missing book
that he had already paid for. During
the first six weeks of school, the new
library staff, Media Technician Ms.
Anne Kosanovich and IRC Specialist
Ms. Joanne Wang, discovered a num-
ber of books previously declared lost
or missing.

“It felt pretty good knowing that
I didn’t actually lose my book,” Mac
said. “T just had to turn in my receipt
and I got a full refund.”

After registration, the staff’ began
organizing the library and dealing with
a number of issues regarding text-
books. Ms. Kosanovich and Ms. Wang

Class of ‘18 savages spirit week
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#Sophomoresavages: After the sophomores started to make a comeback on the second and third day

of spirit week,

By Stephanie Shih
News Editor

. heers erupted as Seniors Sarah To-
‘ mason and Jacob Tran riled up the

crowd with a spirit check during the
Fall Assembly on Sept. 18. Two days later,
ASBL erroneously announced that the se-
niors had won the sprit week competition. In
actuality, the sophomore class had risen to
the top at the last minute, beating the senior
class by two points.

“We decided to do what we thought would
be best for the whole school, but we now re-
alize that what we did was wrong,” ASBL
Vice President Senior Sandra Ngo said. “In
retrospect, we had no right to do what we did
and we had very poor judgement.”

ASBL revealed the truth via Facebook on
Sept. 26, and formally apologized for chang-
ing the scores and misleading the student

"lost” books

found out that in prior years, employ-
ees did not scan all books correctly,
and charged students for mistakes.
From early on in the year, one of their
first priorities was to fix this ongoing
issue, and they have found more than
50 books so far.

“We are making a lot of changes
this year,” Ms. Kosanovich said. “We
want to get the textbook situation fig-
ured out.”

In order to resolve the issue of miss-
ing textbooks, student aides are rescan-
ning every single textbook and class
set of reading books, ensuring that all
loose ends are tied up before the year
ends.

body. Their post received mixed reactions.
Responses ranged from those that expressed
clear disapproval to those of disappointment
to those of plain confusion.

“It was kind of disappointing to know that
seniors lost spirit week, but I feel like ASBL
should’ve been more responsible about the
scores.” Senior Ryan Lau said. “Even though
they show that we lost, it would have been
better to just say the real winner in the first
place because not doing so brings up the
hype for those who thought that they won,
which will end in disappointment.”

In regards to the Sophomores, some were
apathetic about the victory.

“Knowing that we won was definitely
exciting, but it shouldn’t be about winning;
it should be about having spirit in general,”
Sophomore Desiree Caldera said. “If ASBL
continues to give it to the seniors, I person-
ally wouldn’t mind. I mean, it is their year.”

30%

15%

they coined the term ‘Sophomore Savages' to represent their wild and spirited class.

On the contrary, others feel that what
ASBL had done was unfathomable, and have
doubts about being represented by it.

“I’m not sure if I would trust ASBL to
represent our class in the future,” Sopho-
more Vivian Do said. “I know everyone
makes mistakes and hopefully they learn
from them, but they should’ve just kept it
real with everyone else.”

Regardless, the year’s first spirit week en-
couraged students to show their spirit, and
#doitforthespirit.

“Everyone should be proud of how spir-
ited they were because they’ve come a long
way,” Ngo said. “I'm very sorry if we hurt
anybody and lost their trust. However, I hope
people can understand that even we make
mistakes t00.”

For the time being, ASBL Advisor Mr.
Michael Kidd has suspended the assemblies
commitee from planning future spirit weeks.
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2015 CAASPP Test results

By Charlie Dodge
Staff Writer
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Students and their parents who have
doubts about missing books are al-
lowed to go to the back of the library
and look for themselves.

Juniors in high schools across California took the California Assessment of Student Perfor-
mance and Progress (CAASPP) via computer from May 18 through June 1. The graph above
shows the percentage of students who exceeded the standard in each subject.
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Straying from the status quo Tranwreck
Racial Bias In the Media
By Elizabeth Liu, Melody Lo & Jason Xie Jacob Tran
Staf wrives Entertainment Editor

emple City High School prides itself on being an accepting community and has students who
enjoy many different trends Rampage set out to find students who have unique cultural inter-

ests and stray from the mainstream.

mostly aired in Japan.”

“Everyone I know has seen ‘Titanic’, but I never
had the urge to see it. I knew what was going to
happen in the end anyway and the love story wasn t
appealing and didn't convince me to see it either.
I'm more interested in movies with more happy
endings such as most of the Disney movies.”

— Junior Brittany Phan

“I got interested in the Japanese live action super
hero shows while working on my book saga. American
shows just didn t stand out to me as much as Japanese
ones like Kamen Rider, Super Sentai and Garo. Most
people don t really know about these shows since they

— Senior Ian McDermott

As she was accepting her moonman for the VMA’s Best Hip Hop Vid-
eo of the Year, Nicki Minaj interrupted herself and directed the attention
to Miley Cyrus by saying “Now back to this bitch that had a lot to say
about me in the press the other day. Miley, what's good?” With just a few
‘words on live television, she instantly became the face that launched a
thousand memes.

The next morning, I found that virtually every media outlet had the
feud as the top story. Wading through the countless posts I noticed a
trend. The words used to describe Nicki were always “livid”, “aggressive”
or some other variation of the word angry. Miley Cyrus’ name, on the
other hand, was accompanied with the phrases like “former Disney star”
or “former child star”

Nicki Minaj was consistently being portrayed as the angry black wom-
an stereotype while Miley Cyrus was painted as the innocent bystander
despite the fact that the entire feud started the week before when she bad-
mouthed Nicki in an interview with The New York Times.

Nicki’s statement was entertaining and made for good television, but
the racially biased backlash from the media revealed a dark side of the
entertainment industry that is usually well-hidden. People of color, espe-
cially blacks, are villainized and seen as the aggressor in the majority of
situations in the media.

We are force-fed harmful stereotypes and inaccurate depictions that
are too often masked by comedy in order to be more easily adopted by
the public. The result is a subconscious attitude that these labels are not
only accurate, but also acceptable. Black men, no matter their profession

“After ending my Yu-Gi-Oh phase, 1 started playing
a different card game called Vanguard. It’s prob-
ably not the most popular and is a bit nerdy. But
what makes the game interesting is the fact that it
implements strategy and predictive analytics, not
something I see in other games these days.”

— Senior Jerry Leong

are now seen as the hard thug and outspoken black women such as Nicki
Minaj are easily aligned with the sassy black woman stereotype.

Although this instance probably didn’t affect Nicki Minaj's life or even
music sales in any real way, not every person of color has the perks and
luxuries a celebrity like her has.

Strip the security guards, celebrity status and millions of viewers away
and suddenly the racism is amplified. People of color experience racial
bias as part of their everyday lives. I can’t even begin to tell you how many

“I've never seen or read ‘The Fault in Our Stars’,
‘The Hunger Games’, ‘Divergent’ and the ‘Harry
Potter’ series. 1 just feel like it’s unnecessary since I
haven t really accomplished anything after finishing a
book. Sometimes I wanted to continue a book but deep
down I know that I can t because it's the end for some
reason.”’

times store managers have followed me around convenience stores for
fear of me stealing something while there were at least two other custom-
ers in the store.

I am fortunate enough to live in a place with a relatively high level of
diversity where a store manager following me is pretty much the upper
limit of the racism I experience. Racism also poses little to no threat to my
life, but I recognize that not everyone has the same opportunity to live in
the safe comfortable bubble that is Temple City.

While most of us do a good job at speaking out against the larger, more
violent acts of racism, we should also make it our responsibility to combat
the attitudes and social norms that promote it.

PHOTOS/ Jason Xie

— Senior Jasmine Sun

Oak is across the street and they want their clothes back

By Michelle Zhang
Staff Writer

Here at the high school, we have the
students that are fashionistas who keep up
with latest styles but we also
have a handful of stu-
dents that need to step
up their fashion game
because they’re
making us look like
the bottom of the
style barrel.

Let go of Oak
When you wear
your old Oak t-shirts,
it not only makes you
unfashionable, but it also
makes you appear like someone that
just can’t let go of the past. If Elsa was to
break down this matter, she would tell you
to let it go and that the past is in the past.
We don’t care which former team you
were on, which clubs you joined at Oak,
and if you were in orchestra or band. Ev-
eryone wants to see something new and
appealing, and without a doubt, your Oak
team t-shirt is not on that list.
No one cares what team you were on
last year or the year before that. They ei-
ther know already or it doesn’t matter.

What happens in Oak, stays in Oak.
Your Oak shirts had their moments back
then now just leave them there.

The only acceptable days to wear your
former Oak t-shirts is when we have Throw-
back Thursdays for spirit weeks.
However, when you wear your
Oak t-shirts almost every
day, it completely destroys

the purpose of it. No one
can possibly have Throw-
back Thursdays every sin-
gle day of the week. Plus,
there’s only one Thursday
every week if you haven’t
noticed yet.

Getting with the times
Instead of constantly promoting

former extracurricular activities and clubs

back at Oak, keep it fresh and present.

Abandon those old, shabby Oak t-shirts
and replace them with current club t-shirts,
sports teams offered at
the high school and ,;f{ '
basically  anything *
that occurs here at
TCHS.

Changing up the
t-shirts in your
closet from the
past to the present

k.

will not only help you appear more like
someone that is living in the present but it
will also help cut down the amount of stu-
dents that are attempting to resurrect their
Oak t-shirt.

Accessorize, accessorize, accessorize
Some suggestions that could enhance
your looks include but are not limited to
accessories for girls, pocket tees or well-fit-
ting polos for guys and experimenting with
different textures.
Accessories  are
often overlooked
but can instantly
dress up any look.
Pairing a bold
jeweled necklace
with a simple
t-shirt or tank
will take away
the simplicity of
the shirt and pro-
vide a fresh, new
vibe to the outfit.
When the heat ends and the fall weather
finally comes around the corner, Consider
investing in a scarf. Scarves are definitely
the easiest and fastest way to glam up your
look. Grab a printed or brightly hued scarf
and watch how it can turn your outfit into
a more textured and colorful look.

Guys can have style too

For guys, basketball shorts are not fash-
ionable in any way. If you don’t play sports
or isn’t heading for the basketball court to
shot hoops, then stop wearing them every-
day.

Drop those basket-
ball shorts and in ex-
change, try either
short or long khaki 4
pants. Don’t forget
to replace those sim-
ply t-shirts with some
pocket tees or even
polos. Pocket tees and
polos can easily be matched with a pair of
jeans or khaki pants and throw on a pair of
sneakers to complete that look. Make sure
to experiment with colors and see what
looks good on you as well.

Change up the textures

Another way to add some excitement
is to mix and match different textures. To-
gether like black leather legging and cham-
bray or a comfy knit with sequins is a per-
fect way to glam up a simple knit.

Any of these techniques will help spice
up your fashion game and make you less
of a fashion atrocity and more of a fashion
icon on campus.

ILLUSTRATIONS! E. Baulder and A. Hernandez
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Parachute kids can’t find safe landing

Eva Baudler
Staff Writer

at my house from the LAX airport, about ready to

burst into tears. This was my first encounter with a
homestay student, commonly called parachute kids in the
media.

Since then, my family has hosted more than four home-
stays, students who are sent to the U.S. in search of educa-
tion or a better quality of life while their parents conduct
business in their home nation.

As | essentially grew up with students like Stanley, who
made trips back and forth between the U.S. and mainland
China during vacations, 1 witnessed the development of
behaviors trending amongst children without parental
guidance.

I noticed that the longer Stanley stayed away from his
mother, the more aggressive and reclusive he became. He
embraced technology as a way to escape the ever-looming
absence of loved ones. In reality, these isolated individuals
go through a lonely upbringing in a country an ocean apart

S ix years ago, a second grader named Stanley arrived

from where they were born.

“I find that many of the younger students seek atten-
tion because of the fractured environment they grew up
in,” one female host student said. “It may also be because
they’re lonelier than the average person, as they’re kept
away from immediate family.”

For a majority of young people earning an education
overseas, there is a desperate tendency to stick with oth-
ers in the same situation, which sometimes adds to their
greater social isolation.

On March 30, a group of parachute kids allegedly
stripped and tortured another homestay girl in a Rowland
Heights park. This prompted media commentary on the
world of children devoid of adults, with The Los Angeles
Times showcasing the event as a dangerous display of lack
of parental supervision.

Though such incidents have painted homestay students
in a bad light, at the core of these issues is not a deliberate
vindictive streak, but a clear message that vital chapters in
the childhood and development of parachute kids are miss-
ing. Parents and guardians, especially across seas, have an
obligation to nurture their children or wards until they can
carry responsibilities for themselves.

The hardest part of my journey with these people has
honestly not been the fees or lack of privacy or income
worries, but having to watch children grow up without
their parents or guardians around. The situation varies
from person to person, but in the end, whether or not a
child in another country succeeds is influenced by their
environment and those who care for them.

“I thought that 1 was the only one that was here like
this,” one male homestay student said. “But I don’t regret
it at all now, because people like my first counselor here,
who spoke hand language with me, and family members
who I keep in contact with, guide me through anything.”

I The younger students seek
attention because of the fractured
environment they grew up in. 1T

-Female host student

Any person, native or not, can reach out to those who
lack experience of our language and customs to make
them feel a liftle at home, even though it’s an ocean away.

Myths of the Temple City Twitterverse

By Amber Lee
Business Manager

Upon entering the home of Twitter, you
immediately notice three people in the
living room. The lyric-posters, the my-
parents-suck-ers, and the Social Justice
Warriors. You can’t help but notice the
excessive, hard-to-ignore yelling coming
from the direction of the Social Justice
Warrior. They seem to have tons to say,
which is fine, but how much of their 140
character rant is research-based?

False Tweet: The school increased wa-
ter prices because they want us to have
heatstroke and die. They’re making us
broke and using our hard-earned money for
the Senior Circle.

Really though: The drought is a tough
situation. Thank God the school’s bottled
water has ALWAYS BEEN $1. Anyway, it
would be horrible if students had to drink
from the water fountains. That’s just dis-
gusting! The water is HOT. If only our
school had water cooling systems—that
would be a dream. Phew, good thing Sam’s
Club sells packs of twenty four bottles
for seven dollars. Why is the money even
going to the Senior Circle? Honestly, the
school should really have separate ac-
counts for district and administrative proj-
ects and lunch money. Geez, don’t they
know anything? My dollars are NOT for
these frilly remodels.

False Tweet: The dress code limits my
freedom as a woman!

Really though: The dress code is ap-

plied to both girls and boys, it is not sexist.
If there are situations in which the code is
not enforced equally to both sexes, then the
blame lies in the enforcement of the code,
not the code itself.

Hating the dress code does
not make you a feminist.

When you go to specific parks—public
facilities—you’re not allowed to ride your
bike. Does this limit your freedom as a civ-
ic commuter? No, it’s just a rule to abide
by. The whole “safety” fiasco that everyone
on Twitter and their mothers got so upset
about was in reference to actually danger-
ous apparel such as spikes, not bra straps or
showing shoulders. Hating the dress code

does not make you a feminist. If you want
to run around butt-naked in the streets out-
side of school, no one is stopping you.

False Tweet: It is so atrocious that even
our buildings are being remodeled. How
dare they force us to walk up to the por-
tables?

Really though: How RUDE of them to
use our tax dollars on our educational fa-
cilities. Oh, no! An extra TWENTY steps?
We might as well be training for the Olym-
pics. And it’s not like the statistics show
no difference in tardies ever since the por-
tables were installed (except Wednesday
mornings—weird).

Although there is great support for ev-
ery Twitter warrior’s burning will to make
a change, it’s probably best to do a little
research first.
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For The Record:

News: Last issue, we
wrote that Superinten-
dent Ms. Kathy Perini
funded all of the new
campus improvements.
However, Principal Ms.
Mary Jo Fosselman King
funded the repainting
of the buildings and the
gym floor renovations
through leftover senior
gift money. Also, half
of the new mural in-
side the gym was a gift
from the senior class of
2014, and the other half
was funded by supple-
mentary gift money. In

addition, the Baseball

Boosters sponsored the

baseball snack shack.
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College application time is here

By Melody Lo
Staff Writer

s college application deadlines ap-
proach, many seniors are planning
for the looming dates. 92 people took 35%
this poll.

10 or more

How many schools are you applying to?

Will you include your ethnicity?
B

1-3 Schools

2

10S 9 unlocks brand new

features for

By Aaron Ding
Staff Writer

Apple’s introduction of iOS 9 was relatively quiet;

Apple users

another app, while the original app takes a backseat
without closing. Another function is the Split-View,
which is available only on iPad Air 2, a viewing style
that allows two apps to operate at the same time,

ernandez
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Brit’s Bit
Embarrassment:
There’s an app for that.
Brittany Hsu
Editor-in-Chief
Oh, Snapchat. It's so much more than a

social media app—it's a constant war.
It's always fun to send silly pictures and

videos to friends, until you realize that the power of a screen-

shot impacts you forever.
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PHOTO.-" Elizabeth Liu
Hou eagerly awaits the release of Apple keynote speeches and often
shares news and his opinions about Apple products to his friends.

Hou shares iLove for Apple

By Elizabeth Liu
Staff Writer

For Junior Ryan Hou, the word app
takes on a whole new meaning.

Hou, a self-proclaimed number one
Apple fan, is part of their Developer
Program. Hou’s developer account al-
lows him to test apps, updates and pro-
grams before they’ve been released to
the general public.

“The account is good because it al-
lows for users to speak up for them-
selves and tell Apple what needs to be
changed and fixed,” said Hou. “T like
how it allows me to get updates faster
than others.”

The Developer Program is used to
create and manage apps. Although it
is most commonly used by program
designers, it can be used by everyday
fanatics who want early access to 10S
systems and updates.

“Apple is special to me because they
have a very stable ecosystem,” Hou

said. “Their products are easy to use and
I'm looking forward to them designing
a product that no one has thought of be-
fore and would be revolutionary.”

Hou’s life revolves around his Apple
products. He uses his products to keep
in touch with his friends, stay up-to-date
with his favorite shows and stay on top
of things for school.

With the company being such a huge
part of Hou’s life, it has definitely af-
fected his friends. Although his friends
do not understand his passion, they sup-
port him regardless. They too have de-
veloped an appreciation for Apple.

“At first, my reaction was that this
guy is totally Apple obsessed,” Junior
Caroline Chen said. “But surprisingly
enough, he has contributed to my love
for Apple as well.”

His collection started with the iPhone
3GS and has expanded to almost every
Apple product. Hou plans to support Ap-
ple throughout his life and sees himself
purchasing their products in the future.
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T etrongly disagree with the
notion of Affirmative Action. 1do
this as a form of protest, as my
iast name on college applications

renders my ethnicity obvious”

"I'm proud of my heritage and [
would want colleges to accept
me for exactly the way Tam.
- Senlor Sandra Ngo

~ Senior Brian Lam

Discover free new lifestyle
apps that are off the charts

By Gracie Chen
Staff Writer

° Kudzoo
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4] Kudzoo allows you to submit your grades and earn gift cards
= to your favorite stores and restaurants in return. You can also
= m— p—.. cAIN points by answering basic knowledge questions. After
© - a few days of using this app, I realized how much it mo-
= K; EDZOO tivated me to do well on my school work. After all, with
= - d grades, you can get rewards including Starbucks and
= good grades, y g g

Forever21 gift cards.

Polarr Photo Editor

Polarr is perfect for editing your Facebook and Instagram
photos. The application is simple to use and the layout of
the editing area is easily accessible. Polarr has more than
40 filters and allows you to make a personalized filter to
add your signature touch to your photo. The application’s
functions are similar to those found in professional photo
editing programs such as Photoshop and PixIr.

JoNpdq 0ot LE[0d/ASHLIN0D OLOHd

Duolingo

Duolingo works systematically by separating each lesson
into different categories. For example, common phrases,
foods and animals are in their own short lessons. The great
aspects about the app is that you can learn at your own pace
and that it provides you with lessons for a wide selection of
languages, ranging from Spanish to Ukranian.

PHOTO COURTESY/ Duolingo

despite that, iOS 9 does contain new notable features
even if there are not many changes in appearance.
For those who experienced the annoyance of clos-
ing a video or webpage in order to open another app
on the iPad, the new innovative multitasking function tures,”
is a welcoming change. One such function is Slide
Over, which allows a user to temporarily work on

iMessages.

jump from iOS 6 to i0S 7.”

How to
apply for
a job like
a boss

By Katie Burke
Staff Writer

Applying for jobs is a fairly simple task.
For most businesses, people either apply on-
line or in store. Take your time filling out the
form, so it is neatly done.

Most places require a resume, which
should include your basic background infor-
mation, accomplishments, skills and work or
volunteering experience.

Unless you must turn it in online, try to
submit the application in person. This makes
you stand out among other applicants and
shows the manager or owner you really want
the job.

After the process, you might be called in
for an interview so the manager can decide if
you are right for the position.

Senior Melanie Castro has worked at two
restaurants and knows most aspects of apply-
ing and interviewing for jobs.

“Going into an interview may be
nerve-wracking at first but remember to be

PHOTO/ Aaron Ding
Junior Allison Yao updated her iPad Mini system to
i0S 9. Her favorite i0S 9 app Is the game Atomas.

passcode has not been set.

critical about the system.

tween it and i0S 8.7

for daily use.

yourself, relax and smile,” Castro said. “Be
prepared to miss some school events and
have long nights catching up on homework,
but through it all, the money and experience
you earn will be worth it.”

During an interview, always try to show
the interviewer the best version of yourself.
Always know what kind of employee they
want and prove that you can fit into that role.

However, don’t lie about yourself. Dress
professionally to show you respect both the
business and the interviewer. Additionally,
be well-informed on the business and its op-
erations so you can answer the interviewer’s
questions with ease.

“If you're nervous during the interview,
admit it,” Super Pets Owner Mark Mark-
ese said. “The interviewer will see that you
are being genuine and honest, and you’ll be
able to calm down and answer the questions
more confidently.”

Many students don’t have experience, and
that’s fine—everyone has to start somewhere.
Employers, such as Markese, usually give
non-experienced students a chance so they
can gain experience.

Job Openings

Chipotle at Temple City and Santa
Anita mall locations, apply online @
careers.chipotle.com

Gap at the mall, apply online @
indeed.com or snagajob.com

Pandora Jewelry Boutique at the
mall, apply online @ indeed.com

opening up options for multitasking, such as watch-
ing YouTube videos while texting a friend through

“Personally, I enjoy iOS 9 and all of its new fea-
Sophomore Valerie Htun said. “Overall, I
think that Apple has definitely improved the soft-
ware, but it’s really not a huge difference, like the

While security on i0S 8 is good, i0S 9 offers even
better security with the introduction of a six-digit
passcode instead of the traditional four. The passcode
will not automatically activate because the six-digit

Apple trimmed apps to perform more smoothly
and efficiently, and the company estimates that bat-
tery life has been extended for approximately an ex-
tra hour due to innovations and changes. The Battery
Saving Mode will preserve the battery life even lon-
ger than ever before. Despite the postives, some are

“I don’t like iOS 9 that much,” Chinese Teach-
er Ms. Susan Zheng said. “The keyboard font is too
small and there’s not really that much difference be-

Although 108 9 does have its critics, the software
does offer a variety of adjustments that make the ex-
perience on the device more convenient and efficient

in your group chat.

I remember sending a rather inappropriate picture of
myself to a friend in the ninth grade. Now, before you go
and assume things, it was not a nude, but I don’t want to
explain any further for the sake of my sanity. I sacrificed
five seconds of dignity for a joke that I now realize was
purely idiotic. She screenshotted it. I am now a senior, and
that picture is still in her camera roll. Over the span of three
years, she has posted it several times—making me feel an-
gry and mortified each time.

I finally convinced her to never share that photo again by
screenshotting an equally embarrassing plcture of her. lts SO
ugly that it could give me nightmares.

If you open my camera roll, you'll see countless screen-
shots of my friends saying crude and offensive things or just
looking absolutely hideous. I have a whole collage of rac-
ist-captioned pictures in case one friend decides to whip out
some of the terrible screenshots of me.

How can I win? It's a constant battle of saving, blackmail-
ing, kneeling for mercy and threatening with the almighty
picture. I can’t send a gross picture again, or I'll have to live
with the anxiety of a friend posting it again. Is the only option
to look good and innocent in every single picture? Perhaps.

But it's exhausting. Always looking good or being innocent
defeats the whole purpose of the app for me. Your friends will
have a huge collection of your ugly pictures, but so will you,.
Where's the fun if all your photos of friends are nice? No ugly
photo spams for their birthdays. No hilarious reaction photos

I won't send indecent photos anymore, but I'm glad I look
like an oafish swine in 90% of my snaps. Send that stupid
picture, and don‘t look back. Embrace your ugliness, love the
embarrassment and conquer the Snapchat war. In the end,
all that matters is that your friends laughed. You won.

Okay, but don‘t send nudes. Those spread like wildfire.

Homework apps are
not a free pass to A’s

By Catherine Tran
Web Editor

Behold! Photomath: an app that
solves math problems through your cam-
era phone! It sounds way too good to be
true. And it is. Although, MicroBLINK,
the company that developed PhotoMath,
advertises this app to “make math easy
and simple” through step by step prob-
lem solving—just like our New Year’s
Resolutions—it works better in theory
than in reality.

The app doesn’t solve handwritten
problems, word problems, geometry or
calculus. Also, I had a hard time try-
ing to scan problems and sometimes it
would fail to scan anything. Despite this,
PhotoMath can be used as an excellent
learning tool.

PhotoMath is only one of dozens
of apps that can give you homework
answers. Slader, a student network for
homework collaboration, features step-
by-step answers for questions from doz-
ens of textbooks. Another app, Home-
work Helper, allows students to post
their homework questions into forums
where people who answer those ques-
tions are rewarded e-coins to buy elec-
tronics, such as iPhones and laptops.

The use of such apps then leads to the
same question: is it cheating?

“It’s not cheating,” Math Teacher Ms.
Nancy Bulgin said. “It’s an excellent
use of your time if you use homework
apps as a resource when you get stuck.
But if you use the app to opt out of doing
homework, then you’ll never be an ‘A’
student and I’l1 be able to tell.”

These apps were created as educa-
tional tools, but there will always be
those who use it as a ticket to get out
of doing their homework. However, the
apps aren’t to blame because students
who are set on cheating will always find
a way to cheat. Besides, since many of
these apps are community-based, there’s
not much of a difference between using
an app for help and asking someone for
help on a math problem.

With proper use, I found Slader an
excellent resource for help on my math
homework. I am constantly frustrated
over my homework, and reading through
the step-by-step solutions on the app not
only helped me understand the home-
work better, but I also saved classtime by
not having to ask my teacher to explain
the problem.

These apps aren’t about cheating.
They’re about utilizing new resources
to optimize your educational experience.
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Aussies bring share of outback

By Janeth Inatomi Guest DJ: Tom Smlthers

Staff Writer
“Scar Tissue” — Red Hot Chilli Peppers
Smithers enjoys listening to this song whilst
relaxing and chilling at home. One of his
favorite tunes, he loves its calming vibes
and how he can listen to it no matter what
mood he’s in.
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e all know it’s that time of year again, when Australian voices suddenly appear

in our bulletin to signal the arrival of our classmates from the land down under.

Though we speak a common language—literally—there’s a lot that seperates us
from them. Rampage is taking the opportunity to show some of these differences, from their
music and snack tastes to their slang.

< Australian Slang: Amy Fradd and Fergus Ryan

“The Funeral”

— Band of Horses
With its overdriv-
en Rock n Roll
tempo, Smith-
ers loves how
this song brings
Rock to another level by
mixing in Country.

Sickie (Chucking a Sickie) refers to the time
when someone takes a sick day off or skips a

“Liquorlip Loaded Gun” — Sticky Fingers
day off of work

Smithers enjoys how this Australian band mixes reggae and punk
together to create the ultimate song to listen to while studying or relax-
ing at home.

“Everlong” — Foo Fighters
The Foo Fighters are one of Smithers” favorite bands and with this
song’s Alternative Rock beats and nostalgic lyrics, it means the most to
him. After seeing them live, he loves reminiscing about how music can
bring strangers together, connecting them througha shared a interest.

Snackers means McDonald's

“Sultans of Swing” — Dire Straits

As a guitarist himself, Smithers finds this song absolutely amazing.
However, what he appreciates most is the meaning it holds. Being able
to share a love of the same band and similar

Chuckies stands for track suit pants

American
Snacks
Taste Test

music interests with his father makes this
song one of Smither’s top favorites.

Students dig into new Gardening Club

By Kimberly Calderon
Staff Writer

Another year blooms as the Gardening
Club becomes a new addition to the school.
The club hopes to give students the chance
to appreciate gardening as an art, rather
than a chore.

Club Advisor Mr. Scott Randles origi-
nally planned for a horticulture class, but it
was canceled due to a lack of sign-ups. He
then proposed a club, which plenty of his
AP Environmental Science students volun-
teered to be a part of, be it as a member or
a part of cabinet.

The club has hopes of teaching others
about the study of botany and useful, or-
ganic gardening techniques to help them
develop a deeper appreciation for the
practice.

“We wanted people to be more aware
about the origin of their food—as a spe-
cies, we’ve gardened for over 1,000
years,” Mr. Randles said. “It was the pri-
mary way of living and it’s a great way
to procure healthy food. It gets people

to appreciate the growing process when
gardens are something that are taken for
granted.”

Many of the new club members al-
ready have an appreciation for gardening
through their experiences growing up. In
most of these households, relatives en-
couraged them to plant fruits and vegeta-
bles as children. Students believe that the
club will provide a meaningful yet nostal-
gic experience.

“T used to grow lots of vegetables. My
first were carrots and I was so excited to
pull them out of the ground,” Junior Sarah
Sun said. “T have a very big backyard, so
my family made use of the space by plant-
ing crops. It’s a great way to eat healthy
food with guaranteed freshness.”

As for now, Gardening Club is work-
ing on a project to plant a variety of veg-
etables on the Temple City Boulevard
side of the two-story buildings. They
aim to give a portion of the goods to Ms.
Allen’s class for cooking, or to sell at a
local farmer’s market as a school fund-
raiser. Future plans also include collab-

orating with Environmental Club and In-
teractive Club to volunteer at local parks
to clean up.

“We plan to bring awareness to stu-
dents the importance of protecting the
environment, no matter how minimal the

task is. Through agriculture we can reach
that goal,” Co-President Junior Nancy Lee
said. “In an environment-friendly way, we
can share healthy produce and collaborate
with the small business class to make such
things possible.”

PHOTO/ Kimberly Calderon

During their first meeting, club members prepared the soil for their upcoming growing
project. The cabinet has already ordered pak choi, radish and various other vegetebale seeds.
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Football scores first win

By Samuel Kim
Staff Writer

he Varsity Football team started off its season with

an overall record of 1-3, with losses to Arroyo,

Alhambra and La Salle, and a victory against San
Gabriel. With the progressing season and current record,
the players think some improvements can be made to their
style, technique and fluidity as a team.

“Things didn’t go as we expected them to,” Sophomore
Isaiah Cassillas said. “We could have won the first few
games, but we’re still learning and getting better, both in
offense and defense.”

During the home game against San Gabriel High
School on Sept. 25, the Rams scored their first win with a
score of 21-7. The team scored two touchdowns in the first
quarter, followed by a touchdown from the Matadors in
the second quarter. The Rams secured their victory with a
final touchdown in the third quarter, and neither the Mata-
dors nor the Rams were able to make any touchdowns in
the fourth quarter.

At the away game at La Salle on Sept. 18, the Rams lost
to the Lancers 63-7. The Lancers scored three touchdowns
in the first quarter, four touchdowns in the second quarter
and two touchdowns in the third quarter, while the Rams
gained one touchdown in the final quarter. Throughout the
game, the Rams were prone to a series of incomplete pass-
es, many of which could have resulted in multiple touch-
downs in their favor.

This season, the team trained extensively, practicing in
the summer, and continuing to do so during school days.
During these practices, the team watches footage of the

opposing team for the upcoming game, and the players
visualize where their positions are on the field. As they vi-
sualize their positions, the players anticipate how a scene
would unfold, and try to aim for the best possible scenario
during the footage.

“We do practice a lot, but it’s mostly in separated, small
groups,” Junior Melvyn Hsu said. “But I think that with
how our games are turning out so far, we can practice a
little bit more as one unit, as one team.”

At the moment, the team has a couple of injured play-
ers, among those being Seniors Max Clark and Justin Li-

PHOTO/ Katic Burke
After catching a pass from Senior Paul Kosanovich, Senior Matthew Gravel attempts to juke an Alhambra Moor
to gain some extra yards. The Rams will face the Azusa Aztecs on Oct. 2 and the San Marino Titans on Oct. 9.

ang, so the team has had to put in substitutes for them and
adjust to the addition of new players during practices.

The Rams have many expectations for this season.
They hope to learn from previous games and make more
use of techniques learned during practice. Many players
also hope to make it to the C.L.F. playoffs this season.

“I personally want to make C.LF. playoffs this year,”
Cassillas said. “And I also hope to get better both individu-
ally and as a team at every game we play.”

The Rams will face Azusa at Citrus College on Oct. 2
and San Marino in an away game on Oct. 9.

Heat burns up game time and practice

By Johnson Pham

Photo Editor

Living in Southern California, intense heat can
negatively affect many fall sports. This season, many
games, meets, scrimmages and practices were post-
poned or cancelled due to excessive heat.

“The longer I’m out in the sun, the faster I am out
of energy,” Senior Emily Quan said. “I feel like dying
after 30 minutes into a run.”

To escape the heat, many cross country practices are
pushed back into the evening from 5-7 p.m. Meets like
the Rosemead Invitational were postponed 30 minutes.

The Varsity Girls Tennis team has also struggled
to beat the heat and were forced to cancel matches
at Pasadena Polytechnic, Schurr, South Hills and Ar-
royo. The team had to postpone one practice and cancel
three.

For football, both TCHS and Twentynine Palms de-
cided to cancel their scrimmage at Twentynine Palms.
C.LF. recommends that if the temperature is above 95
degrees, players should remove helmets and body pads

to reduce the heat in their bodies during practice. At
100 degrees, C.LF. encourages regular ten minute wa-
ter breaks every 30 to 45 minutes and limiting prac-
tices to two hours or under.

Volleyball and boys water polo have not been as
drastically affected by the heat since they are indoors
and aquatic, though one volleyball game was moved
to an away game at Mark Keppel, where there was air
conditioning, since the TCHS gym does not have a
cooling system.

However, heat will not be the only weather condi-
tion these teams will have to endure this season. EI
Nifio, an irregular tropical rain storm, will hit Califor-
nia this fall and winter. This massive rainfall can flood
the football field and track, which may force many
sports like cross country to alter their practices.

If rainfall becomes too heavy, officials will decide
if a game or meet should continue. For every sport, if
there is lightning during practice or games, the team
must wait 30 minutes before continuing. If the light-
ning strikes again, all sports must stop.
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Boys water polo makes splash in new season

By Jennifer Siu
Staff Writer

With an overall record of 9-7, the Boys
Varsity Water Polo team remains optimis-
tic as it contends for the league title.

During the first day of the Ayala Tourna-
ment in August, the Rams won 9-8 in their

game against Rowland and 9-4 against Alta
Loma, but struggled the second day, los-
ing 16-5 and 15-7 against Vista Murrieta
and Rancho Cucamonga, respectively. The
team only had seven players and was miss-
ing two starters, drastically affecting its
performance.

In the game against the El Dorado

The team competed against Brea Olinda on Sept. 24. After a strong start with a three point
lead for the Rams by the end of the second quarter, the game ended with a 11-9 loss.

Hawks on Sept. 8, the game was tied at a
pressing 14-14, when Freshman Richard
Fang scored the winning goal in the last
few seconds, making the score 15-14.

In addition to the victories, on Sept.
15 during the game against Walnut High
School, Senior Sideeq Mora tied the school
record for goalies for most blocks in a sin-
gle game. He made 23 saves, which let the
Rams to pull forward with a 9-7 victory.

However, despite recent feats, with a
new team composition, the Rams still face
some challenges. Since the new members
are adjusting to a Varsity rank, the team is
still relatively inexperienced.

“This year’s team is very strong with
a lot of talent, no doubt,” Senior Nathan
Wong said. “We have a lot of underclass-
men this year, so what we really lack is
experience as a team. We all have a good
number of years under our belt, but we just
need to play more together so that we can
move forward.”

As the season progresses, the team
strives to maintain effective levels of com-

munication to successfully function as a
whole and finish as one of the top three
teams in the Rio Hondo League. The Rams
hope to emerge victorious, as they were
close to victory last year.

“To win in the Rio Hondo League and
progress far into the C.LF., we show up to
practice every day and work our hardest in
order to improve our skills,” Senior Jacob
Lewis said. “The team is getting better ev-
ery day and we are surely better than the
other teams in our league.”

To prepare for the season, the team
amped its training to three hours of rigor-
ous swimming and two hours of exercises
involving ball movement and offensive
and defensive plays five times a week.

“The six seniors on the team have really
stepped up with their leadership skills and
this has helped tremendously in our ad-
vancement,” Coach Davit Gharagyozyan
said. “We are all a small family, but with
the help of our athletic department and
hard work from the boys, we are continu-
ing to grow.”
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2015 AP/SAT Il {t®Chemistry

M.G. 8OO/ JW. 800/5 AC. TBOVS
J. W, BOO/S 3.C. 800/5 AL TED4
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| 160 E. Duarte ffcadia. CA 90006  626-445-8165

TUTORING IN YOUR HOME

Algebra | and 11, Geometry, Trig,

28 Flavors ? Yogurt Only

* Smoothic

* Shaved Ice
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Get 9 and
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FREE!

Pre-Calculus, AP Calcu 5%.5
AP Chemistr y and SAT.
Roy Wu, UC Berkeley graduate
CALL (626) 818-2587

Welcome to join il
our AP & SATIT Cfd:.."e:s

912 S. Baldwin Ave.
: Arcadia, CA 91007
S Tel: 626-462-1933 626-309-1588

LAW OFFICES OF CATHERINE KEN
PRACTICE FOCUS ON
< Living Trust & Will

s+ Probate & Estate

<* Probate Litigation
Catherine Ken

805 W. Duarte Road, Suite 104 Attorney at Law

Arcadia, CA 91007 )
Tel: (626) 821-8757 www.catherineken.com

Temple City Schools Foundation

Helping the students of TCUSD reach for their dreams!

http://www.tcsfdstudents.org
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